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Homes to rocket in price 
after Tory election victory 

• CITY PROPERTY VALUES MAY RISE BY 20% 


THE shock Conservative election victory is 
to make Lottery-like millionaires of hun¬ 
dreds of ordinary home owners in Westmin¬ 
ster. 

Property experts say the unexpected result will cause 
homes in the borough currently worth £2 million to 
DOUBLE in the next five years. 

By the time David Cameron’s new administration 
has finished its new term owners of even modest-sized 
homes will be rolling in big money. 

Estate agents are predicting that the price of West¬ 
minster homes will shoot up by 20 per cent in the next 
year now that fears of Labour’s threatened Mansion 
Tax have been quashed. 

With the deterrent of the Mansion Tax removed, de¬ 
mand for homes in Westminster is to soar. 

“In the short term, the next 12 months, we expect 


• By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


residential assets above £2 million to rally by up to 
20 per cent,” predicted Ed Mead of estate agents Dou¬ 
glas & Gordon. 

“The General Election result will restore overseas 
investor confidence in the UK and UK real estate as¬ 
sets , leading to a surge in capital values over the next 
five years. 

“Accordingly we expect the following, over the 
short and long term: an immediate second half of 
2015 rally in all London real estate residential assets 
and in the £2 million + market, especially in Prime 
London, to rise 20 per cent over the next 12 months 
and to double within five years”. 


According to properties listed on Right Move, £2 
million is the current worth of a two-bedroom flat in 
Victoria. 

Right Move says in the last year ordinary terraced 
homes in Westminster sold for an average price of 
£3,336,525, while semi-detached homes fetched 
£4,558,824. 

Owners of Westminster semis who are approaching 
retirement in 2020 are sitting in a goldmine; in five 
years they could sell up to the tune of £9 million and 
retire to the country or seaside with a massive nest 

egg- 

A three-bedroom semi in Christchurch, Dorset, will 
currently cost £550,500. Even allowing for an unlikely 
doubling of prices by 2020 in the Westcountry too, 
Westminster retirees could swap homes for a compa- 

■ TURN TO PAGE 3 


Specialists in used 
Herman Miller Aerons chairs 


londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


[■heroes' reception for war veterans 



1 M SECOND World War veterans were given a heroes' reception when they took part in Sunday's 
VE Day commemorative march through London 

See full story and photo feature on pages 6,7 &8 
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Blueprint aims to unlock growth and reduce traffic congestion 

Bold vision for London’s roads network 


T HE Mayor of London has revealed 
further details of plans to deliver 
his bold vision for the future of 
London’s road network, aimed at reduc¬ 
ing congestion, creating new public 
spaces and encouraging more people to 
walk and cycle. 

The Mayor, who has visited Boston as part of a 
trade mission to build economic and cultural ties 
with key cities in the United States, unveiled pro¬ 
posals to redesign a number of key road networks 
in the capital in order to unlock growth and make 
the capital a more attractive place to live and work. 

The news comes after the Mayor visited the 
Central Artery-Tunnel Project, also known as the 
Big Dig, which is recognised as the largest and 
most complex highway project undertaken in the 
US. It replaced Boston’s deteriorating six-lane el¬ 
evated Central Artery with an eight lane state-of- 
the-art underground highway. This resulted in 
significantly reduced traffic congestion and led to 
substantial regeneration on the surface and sur¬ 
rounding areas. 

The Mayor and TfL have considered more than 
70 locations across the capital where the introduc¬ 
tion of tunnels, fly-unders and decking could de¬ 
liver benefits that are in line with the Mayor’s 2050 
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Infrastructure Plan and 
the recommendations of 
the Roads Task Force. 

Now the Mayor has 
unveiled five locations 
which have subsequently 
been identified as being 
suitable for further feasi¬ 
bility work by TfL: 

■ A mini tunnel at the 
A13 in Barking River¬ 
side - By creating a new 
tunnel for the A13, a 
huge amount of land 
could potentially be 
opened up for future de¬ 
velopment whilst recon¬ 
necting the Borough of 
Barking with the new 
Barking Riverside devel¬ 
opment, which is the lo¬ 
cation for just under 
11,000 new homes, 

■ Decking of the A3 in Tolworth - By decking 
over the A3, severance would be reduced and the 
area adjacent to the proposed Crossrail 2 station 
would be connected with the rest of the Borough, 
providing additional land for new homes. 


■ A fly-under at the A316 at Chalkers Corner - 
A small flyunder would reduce severance and rad¬ 
ically improve facilities for cyclists and pedestrians 
and remove a major pinch point for traffic along the 
A316. 

■ A fly-under at the A4 in Hammersmith - by 
replacing the existing viaduct with a new tunnel, the 
town centre would be reconnected with the River 
Thames, creating new opportunities for develop¬ 
ment and open space. 

■ Decking or a mini-tunnel at the A406 in New 
Southgate - by building over this junction on the 
North Circular, land would be unlocked for new 
homes and connect the area around the proposed 
Crossrail 2 station. 

London’s current Inner Ring Road is facing in¬ 
creasing pressure for change. As he previously set 
out in the 2050 Infrastructure Plan, the Mayor be¬ 
lieves that a replacement ring road, in the form of 
an inner orbital tunnel or two cross city tunnels, 
could enable more efficient and reliable vehicle 
movement. It would also reduce congestion in cen¬ 
tral London by up to 20 per cent and free up space 
on the surface which could support the creation of 
170,000 additional jobs. 

Boris Johnson, said: “Rebuilding some of our 
complex and aging road network underneath our 
city would not only provide additional capacity for 


traffic, but it would also unlock surface space and 
reduce the impact of noise and pollution. I am in¬ 
spired by what the ambitious people of Boston have 
achieved here at the Big Dig, both in terms of re¬ 
ducing congestion and how they have dramatically 
improved the quality of life on the surface. In Lon¬ 
don we face similar challenges on our roads, but 
this could also be a fantastic opportunity to better 
shape our city and support economic growth.” 

London is a rapidly growing city with a popula¬ 
tion expected to reach 10 million by the early 2030s 
and nearly 11.5 million by 2050. With 24 million 
journeys already being made by people and freight 
on the capital’s roads every day, radical steps are 
going to be needed to tackle growing congestion in 
the future. 

Funding for such schemes would require new 
and innovative approaches that enable the positive 
benefits of each scheme to be captured, including 
the value generated from new development sites in 
these areas. TfL will now work with local boroughs 
to progress these proposals further, including work¬ 
ing up more detailed costs and possible funding op¬ 
tions and an indicative programme of delivery if 
funding can be secured. This further analysis will 
be presented to the Mayor later this month. 
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Soldier’s fight for film funding 


RETURNING home after witnessing the 
horrors of war, ex-serviceman Johnny Kil- 
ligrew tries to rebuild his life with his wife 
and son - it’s a tough job. 

But suffering from post traumatic stress disorder, 
(PTSD) he must confront the demons in his head be¬ 
fore he can feel safe again. 


By Paul Lagan 

This is the all-true and common situation facing sol¬ 
diers returning from conflict and is the subject matter 
of Westminster-based actor Dan Poole’s latest film - 
The Loneliest Time. 

It’s also a chance for budding Steven Spielbergs to 
get involved and help produce the short film that will 


No change in political map 
of central and west London 


CENTRAL London MPs Greg Hands and 
Karen Buck took to Twitter to thank electors 
in 140 characters for their re-election, but 
newcomer Victoria Borwick, Kensington’s 
first woman MP in at least 40 years, said it 
in an “old-fashioned” letter. 

Fellow central London MP Mark Field (Conserva¬ 
tive, Cities of London and Westminster) appears to 
have said nothing publicly for his re-electors at all. 

Mr Field, who was heavily criticised by residents 
during the election because he will only see con¬ 
stituents in his office at the House of Commons and 
not at local surgeries, made no mention of his win on 
his website, nor in any discoverable press statement, 
nor even on Twitter. Greg Hands returns to Westmin¬ 
ister representing Chelsea and Fulham on the wave 
of 25,322 votes, or 62.95 per cent of the total vote. 
Chelsea and Fulham is a safe Conservative seat, but 
he can be pleased that in 2015 his vote was slightly up 
on the previous General Election in May 2010, when 
he gained 24,093 votes. 

After his win was announced, he tweeted: “It is an 
honour and a privilege to be re-elected MP for Chelsea 
& Fulham again, and with more votes and an in¬ 
creased share of the vote!” 

After re-winning Westminster North for Labour, 
Karen Buck also Tweeted: “It’s a huge honour to have 
been re-elected after a closely fought campaign. Many 
thanks to voters, volunteers, organisers and family”. 

But Victoria Borwick, the longtime Kensington and 
Chelsea borough councillor, former Deputy Mayor of 
London and now Kensington’s first woman MP in 
generations, sent a personal letter of thanks and com¬ 
mitment to her supporters through this newspaper. 

She said: “I am honoured and delighted to have been 
elected as the Member of Parliament for the Kensing¬ 
ton Constituency. I would like to thank the people of 
Kensington, who have put their trust in me, the local 
girl, who grew up in these streets, and I can assure you 
that I will work hard to represent all my constituents. 

“Getting elected is a team effort and we had hun¬ 
dreds of volunteers who turned out to help. It is always 
difficult as the newcomer and it is now important to 
represent the people of Kensington in parliament. I 
shall be holding regular local surgeries and ward fo¬ 
rums with local councillors to make sure that we listen 
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THE ELECTION 

By Geoff Baker 


to local residents. This election result is a clear en¬ 
dorsement of the Conservative plan to get the econ¬ 
omy back on track. We have made huge progress in 
the past five years with record levels of growth, un¬ 
employment down, and our deficit halved. A strong 
economy is vital for London to allow businesses to 
grow and flourish, for employment to keep on rising 
and for our vital services to be supported. 

“The result was also a clear condemnation of the so¬ 
cialist politics of envy such as the Mansion Tax. Man¬ 
sion Tax would have had a devastating effect on the 
families in Kensington, many of whom bought their 
houses many years ago, out of taxed income.” 

Aside from Victoria Borwick entering Parliament for 
the first time, the election results in Kensington, 
Chelsea and Westminster added up to “no change 
whatsoever 1” as each party kept the seats. 

Mark Field, the reigning MP for the Cities of Lon¬ 
don & Westminster, kept his seat with 19,570 votes; 
taking 54.1% of the vote and improving his popularity 
by 1.9%, beating his nearest rival, Labour candidate 
Nik Slingsby, who won 9,899 votes. The Lib Dem 
candidate Belinda Brooks-Gordon took 2,521 votes, 
down 13.5% on the 2010 election. Green Party candi¬ 
date Hugh Small won 1,953 votes. UKIP’s Robert 
Stephenson won 1,894 votes. The Cannabis Is Safer 
Than Alcohol candidate Edouard-Henri Desforges 
won 160 votes, marginally better than Jill McLachlan, 
who managed only 129 for her Christian People’s Al¬ 
liance candidacy. Class War candidate Adam Clifford 
won 59 votes. 

Westminster North was won again by Labour can¬ 
didate Karen Buck, with 18,504 votes, a 46.8 per cent 
share and upping her popularity by 2.5 per cent. The 
closest contender, Conservative Lindsey Hall, won 
16,527 votes. UKIP’s Nigel Sussman came third with 
1,489 votes. Kirsty Allan for the Lib Dems was beaten 
off into fourth place, with just 1,457 votes and down 
10.2% on the Lib Dem vote in the last election . The 
Green’s Jennifer Nadel won 1,322 votes, Gabriela Fa¬ 
jardo won 152 votes for the Christian Party and inde¬ 
pendent Nicholas Ward took only 63. 

In Chelsea and Fulham, the Conservative candi¬ 
date Greg Hands retained his seat in Westminster with 
23,322 votes; a 62.9 per cent share and an improve¬ 
ment of 2.5 per cent. The Labour candidate Alexandra 
Sanderson won 9,300 votes. Liberal Democrat re¬ 
flected his Party’s huge swing to unpopularity with 
2,091 votes, down 11 per cent on the Lib Dem vote in 
2010. UKIP’s Adrian Noble was close behind with 
2,039 votes and the Green Party’s Guy Rubin won 
1,474 votes. 

In Kensington, popular newcomer Victoria Borwick 
retained the seat for the Conservatives, which was pre¬ 
viously held by the disgraced Tory Sir Malcolm 
Rifkind - who was forced to resign after the “cash for 
access” scandal. She took 18,199 votes, a 52.3 per 
cent share and an improved rating of 2.2 per cent. 

The Labour candidate Rod Abouharb improved his 
party’s popularity in Kensington by 5.6 per cent with 
10,838 votes. Lib Dem Robin McGhee took his 
party’s popularity down by 13.9 per cent, with just 
1,962 votes, but ahead of Robina Rose, who won 
1,765 votes for the Green Party. UKIP’s Jack Bovill 
came fifth with 1,557 votes, faring more than seven 
times better than the 211 votes won by Tony Auguste 
for the Cannabis Is Safer Than Alcohol party. Andrew 
Knight won 158 votes for his Animal Welfare Party, 
ahead of the 115 votes for the Alliance for Green So¬ 
cialism candidate Toby Abse. Roland Courtenay won 
23 votes as the New Independent Centralist party. 


see their contribution of as little as £10 get a credit 
on the film that will be shot almost entirely in West¬ 
minster. 

Mr Poole, 41, from Wilton Road, Victoria, explains 
why this film, directed by Cort Kristensen, is so im¬ 
portant and needs to be made. 

“The story comes from a lot of ex-service¬ 
men and women I know,” he said. “Those 
who served the first gulf war and other 
conflicts. 

“I remember when I was 18, a ma¬ 
rine friend went to the first gulf war 
and it totally messed up his mind. It 
doesn’t happen to everyone but it did 
to him. I remember some letters he 
wrote and they were quite cogent 
then suddenly there would be a weird 
section which read as if someone else 
had taken control of him. I was kind of 
horrified. I’ve talked to servicemen of the 
affects conflict have on people. Some are 
truly adversely affected by it and this short film 
is a combination of those stories. 

“It is about PTSD but it’s bringing the subject mat¬ 
ter to a point where it can be discussed. People can 
see what it is, the film will give them the tools to see 
it for themselves.” 

Mr Poole (pictured), who wrote and starred along 
with fellow actor Giles Terera in the the award-win¬ 
ning documentary Muse of Fire, explains his crowd¬ 
funding Kickstarter initiative to get the £7,500 needed 
to get the project made 

“The short will be about 12-15 minutes long,” he 
said. 

“It’s a film in its own right, entertaining and dra¬ 
matic. I have made a lot of British military training 
films where they have wanted a lot of dry films made 
at great expense to provide support and education to 


servicemen and women. 

“This film will be produced to the highest standards, 
where I can take it to service charities like Help The 
Heroes and others like the Big White Wall. I’ll give it 
to them for free for them to share. 

“The solider in the film has to deal with his rage. He 
is married with a child. It about a conflict in his 
emotions which pushes him away from them 
despite his attempt to bring them closer. 
“These things happen and the film is based 
on actual events - it’s dark. 

“If this subject matter was made to a big 
studio level, they tend to lose their hon¬ 
esty, and become more sanitised or just 
become drama, where the truth is 
knocked out of them.” 

So how do people get involved in its pro¬ 
duction? 

“The deadline for online investors to get 
involved is Friday, May 22 at 8.09pm. 

“If people invest in the film, from £1, they 
will get a sliding scale of goodies depending in 
their contribution. 

“A £10 pledge will get them a special thanks on the 
film credit, plus updates from us, plus a high definition 
downloadable copy of the film. 

Mr Poole adds: “The film will be filmed almost en¬ 
tirely in Westminster. All the pos-production work will 
be done at Prime Focus in Soho. We are shooting in 
Park Plaza Hotel at Westminster Bridge. We have fab¬ 
ulous locations and I’ve managed to negotiate ridicu¬ 
lous low frees. The film will look like a £50k shoot. 

“There will be iconic images of Westminster, we are 
shooting in Oxford Street. It’s going to be a Westmin¬ 
ster film.” 

www.kickstarter.com/projects/1623145516/the-loneli- 
est-time-a-short-film-about-conflict?ref=nav_search 



Tories to launch building blitz 


■ FROM PAGE ONE 

rable house “in the sticks” and bank up to £8 million. 

With Westminster homes rocketing in price way be¬ 
yond the pockets of first-time buyers, the new Con¬ 
servative Government has pledged to launch a blitz 
of building in the capital. 

“We will build 200,000 quality UK Starter Homes 
over the course of the next Parliament, reserved for 
first-time buyers under 40 and sold at 20 per cent 
below the market price,” the Conservatives promised 
in their manifesto. 

“We have delivered over 217,000 new affordable 
homes since 2010. We will now go further, delivering 
275,000 additional affordable homes by 2020. And 


we will offer 10,000 new homes to rent at below mar¬ 
ket rates, to help people save for a deposit. 

“We will ensure that brownfield land is used as 
much as possible for new development. We will re¬ 
quire local authorities to have a register of what is 
available, and ensure that 90 per cent of suitable 
brownfield sites have planning permission for hous¬ 
ing by 2020. 

“To meet the capital’s housing needs, we will create 
a new London Land Commission, with a mandate to 
identify and release all surplus brownfield land 
owned by the public sector. We will fund Housing 
Zones to transform brownfield sites into new hous¬ 
ing, which will create 95,000 new homes.” 



Escape for amazing food in 
granny’s ‘cosy living room’ 
near Buckingham Palace 

CAFE Bella Maria is an independent, Italian and 
English family run cafe and catering business in 
the heart of busy Victoria, right next door to Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. 

We pride ourselves on our"'everything from 
scratch" attitude, with all our food being com¬ 
pletely home-made, from our delicious cakes 
right down to our pesto! 

Open seven days a week, providing amazing 
eat-in and take-away prices (especially for 
painfully expensive central London), Cafe Bella 
Maria is like an escape to a cosy"grandma's style" 
living room complete with gilt-rimmed mismatch 
china cups and saucers, picture filled walls, and 
an old (playable!) piano. 

Cafe Bella Maria also provides catering for work¬ 
ing lunches, parties and events, as well as venue 
hire so have a look at our catering menu and get 
in touch! 

Cafe Bella Maria enjoys a high rating ofTrip Ad¬ 
visor with a recent posting saying "great food and 
great service at excellent prices". 




Cafe Bella Maria is an independent, 
Italian and English family run cafe and 
catering business in the heart of busy 
Victoria, right next door to Buckingham 
Palace. 

We pride ourselves on our 'everything 
from scratch' attitude, with all our food 
being completely home-made, from our 
delicious cakes right down to our pesto! 

★ Open 7 days a week 
★ Amazing eat in or takeaway prices 
★ Grandma style living room decor 
complete with china cups, picture filled 
walls and an old (playable) piano 



4 Lower Grosvenor Place 
London SW1W0EJ 
020 7976 6280 
www.cafebellamaria.co.uk 
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Titan athletes taking on 
clock in Westminster Mile 


DAVID Weir and Marcel 
Hug will go head-to-head 
over one mile in a two¬ 
pronged attack on the three- 
minute barrier at the Bupa 
Westminster Mile road rac¬ 
ing festival in central Lon¬ 
don on Sunday , May 24th. 

The two titans of men’s wheel¬ 
chair racing will not only battle 
each other on the roads around St 
James’s Park, but take on the clock 
too as they seek to make history by 
becoming the first wheelchair rac¬ 
ers to complete the iconic distance 
in under three minutes. 

Weir will be going for a West¬ 
minster Mile hat-trick just a month 
after coming within one second of 
a record seventh victory at the Lon¬ 
don Marathon. Weir lost out to 
Joshua George in a sprint finish on 
The Mall on 26 April and is deter¬ 
mined to get back to winning ways 
on the course where he has twice 
enjoyed commanding wins since 
the inaugural event in 2013. 

The quadruple London 2012 Par¬ 
alympic Games gold medallist 
needs to knock a seven-second 
chunk from his course record from 
12 months ago, but predicts Hug’s 
presence will be enough incentive 
to push him beneath the target 
time. 

“It will be a huge challenge but I 


think, given the right conditions, a 
sub-three-minute mile is possible, 
especially with myself and Marcel 
going head-to-head,” said Weir. 

“In the last two years I haven’t re¬ 
ally had anyone to push me to the 
limit, but Marcel is my biggest 
rival and I know he will be doing 
everything he can to beat me. With 
both of us going for victory, the 
three-minute barrier may well be 
within reach.” 

Hug outsprinted Weir to win the 
London Marathon title in 2014 but 
had to abandon half way through 
this year’s race with a puncture 
giving the Swiss star added incen¬ 
tive to prove his worth on his return 
to London. 

Tough target 

“I was bitterly disappointed not 
to be able to defend my London 
Marathon title in fitting style last 
month,” said Hug, who won five 
gold medals at the 2013 IPC Ath¬ 
letics World Championships. “This 
race gives me a chance to bounce 
back and show the British public 
what I can do at my best. 

“I am relishing the chance to race 
against David again in London, and 
would love to be the first man 
under three minutes for one mile. It 
is a tough target, but I am sure with 
both of us fighting to win, it is one 
we can reach.” 

A three-minute mile by one of the 
world’s two greatest wheelchair 


racers would be a fitting highlight 
for the three-year-old event which 
this year marks the 30th anniver¬ 
sary of Steve Cram’s world mile 
record at Oslo’s Bislett Stadium in 
July 1985. 

Cram’s record of 3:46.32, set dur¬ 
ing an extraordinary 19-day period 
when he ran three world records, 
was unbeaten for almost eight 
years and still stands as the British 
record today. 

The 2015 Bupa Westminster Mile 
will commemorate Cram’s 
achievement as the world’s biggest 
festival of mile running. Some 
7,000 runners - from elites to am¬ 
ateurs to families with young chil¬ 
dren - are expected to take part in 
more than 30 races around St 
James’s Park, starting on The Mall 
and finishing on Spur Road in front 
of Buckingham Palace. 

The Bupa Westminster Mile is 
staged in partnership with West¬ 
minster City Council as part of 
Westminster’s commitment to en¬ 
courage more people to take up 
sport and be more physically ac¬ 
tive. 

The Bupa Westminster Mile also 
marks the start of Bupa’s new Feel 
Great Britain mission to encourage 
and inspire the nation to enjoy feel 
great moments. 

For further information, please 
visit www.bupawestminster- 
mile.co.uk 



JOIN HIM 


Royal Parks Foundation Half Marathon 
Sunday 11 October 2015 


Be a champion like Chris - reach for the finish 
line and raise funds to get us closer to a cure. 


parkinsons.org.uk/royalparkshm 
020 7963 3914 
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CHANGE ATTITUDES. 
FIND A CURE. 

JOIN US. 


Writing for the London 
Weekly News every 
week, London’s most 
outspoken entrepreneur 


Charlie 
Pipes Up! 



Nation’s decision is 
good for business 


U ndoubtedly the 

biggest winner from the 
General Election was UK 
business. 

From the one-man-bands to the multi¬ 
nationals, every one of us had a dog in 
this fight and the thought of a Labour- 
led government steering the economic 
ship back into stormy waters proved to 
be enough to make even the most hardy 
of us feel seasick. 

I was confident that this result was on 
the cards from the moment I sat in the 
conference hall last October and listened 
to David Cameron lay out his vision for 
the country for the next five years. That 
vision has unmistakably resonated with 
voters. 

All the polls, projections and predic¬ 
tions can be torn up and consigned to 
the recycling bin be¬ 
cause, clearly, the peo¬ 
ple have spoken and 
given the new Conser¬ 
vative Government a 
mandate to continue 
the job in hand - man¬ 
aging an economy that 
generates business 
growth and employ¬ 
ment for the wider ben¬ 
efit of society. 

And with a majority 
government the threat 
of protracted coalition negotiations or 
even the prospect of a second General 
Election at the back end of the year have 
evaporated, which will deliver immedi¬ 
ate stability for the business community. 

This was evident in the 1.7 per cent 
jump in the FTSE index while the final 
few results were still coming in, and will 
help drive further investment, job cre¬ 
ation and offer a fuel-injection to that 
mystical beast ‘business confidence’. 

The unprecedented nationalistic swing 
to the SNP in Scotland and the implo¬ 
sion of the Lib Dems aside, it appears 


that the pain caused by the Labour ad¬ 
ministration still runs deep among the 
electorate. 

I am sure that many people, be they 
business owners or employees who 
worked through, or lost jobs as a result 
of, the recession and experienced first¬ 
hand the impact a poorly managed econ¬ 
omy can have on their lives, their homes 
and their communities, will have applied 
their sense of self-preservation to ensure 
that the future of the economy is se¬ 
cured. 

The Prime Minister said, as he stood 
in front of Number 10 in the immediate 
aftermath of the election, that the Con¬ 
servative-led coalition had laid the foun¬ 
dations for a better future. 

Any other result would have put not 
only the foundations but everything that 
has already been built 
on them at risk. 

Five years ago the 
Tories were the politi¬ 
cal equivalent of the 
plumbers called in to 
plug the economic flood 
caused by the reckless 
actions of a bunch of 
cowboys. 

In our experience at 
Pimlico Plumbers, 
when we’re called in to 
sort out someone else’s 
mess, more often than 
not the customer comes back to us in the 
future to book us for more jobs that need 
to be done ‘right first time’. 

And that is what the electorate have 
told the Conservatives. Carry on sorting 
out the mess you were left with, but also 
keep building and improving. 

Armed with the tools of his trade, 
David Cameron and his government 
have the ability and experience to get 
the job done and build a country where 
businesses and the people they employ 
can flourish. 


£ Tories were the 
political equivalent 
of the plumbers 
called into fix the 
economic flood 
caused by the 
reckless actions of a 
bunch of cowboys 9 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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RECORD WIN FOR THE 
PEOPLE’S CHAMPION 


NEW TORY MP VOWS TO FIGHT FOR POOR AND NEEDY 


ELECTION winner Victoria Borwick has 
become the most popular MP for Kensing¬ 
ton in more than 40 years - and she has 
pledged to now be an all-people’s 
champion with a new girl-next 
door policy to fight for the poor 
and needy. 

Mrs Borwick (pictured), wife of 
House of Lords hereditary peer Jamie 
Borwick, has started her new career as 
a member of Parliament by dropping 
the use of her ‘Lady’ title and is telling 
residents, “please call me Victoria”. 

Her local girl approach sent such a re¬ 
freshing wind of change through the con¬ 
stituency that it swept her to Westminster on the 
largest vote for any MP for Kensington since 1974. 

Residents so immediately warmed to the former 
Deputy Mayor of London, who has spent the past five 
weeks getting out onto the streets to canvass at 7.0 am 


• By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 



every day, that they sent her to Parliament 
with a much bigger backing than for any of 
her all-male predecessors. 

The Conservative candidate faced an 
uphill struggle to win the seat as she re¬ 
placed Sir Malcolm Rifkind, who re¬ 
signed after the “cash for access” scandal 
and who was criticised for holding his 
surgeries in the House of Commons. 

But her open, everyday style and promise 
to hold regular local surgeries so won the 
hearts and minds of the elctorate that she got 
more votes than Sir Malcolm and all other Kensington 
MPs before him. 

With 18,199 votes, Victoria Borwick won 53.3% of 
the total, a 2.2% improvement on Sir Malcolm’s 


Chelsea primary school 
goes to top of the class 


PUPILS and staff at Ashburn- 
ham Community School in 
Chelsea are celebrating after 
education watchdog Ofsted 
recognised it as an outstanding 
school. 

Last month Ofsted inspected 
the school and praised the 
progress that all pupils make, 
their outstanding behaviour 
and the ‘buzzing, hardworking 
atmosphere’. Located on the 
World’s End Estate in Chelsea, 
the school has over twice the 
national average proportion of 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Over three quarters are from 
ethnic minority backgrounds, a 
large majority of whom speak 
English as a second language. 
Ofsted highlighted that ‘pupils 
from all backgrounds make 
outstanding progress,’ and 
were impressed at ‘the rich 
range of subjects in the school, 


and the additional activities 
and experiences ... helping to 
ensure pupils have an excellent 
understanding of the world 
they live in. 

“The outstanding measure 
comes after an Ofsted inspec¬ 
tion two years ago said the 
school required improvement. 
Changes in the leadership, 
teaching staff and governing 
body, a federation with Fox 
Primary in Notting Hill (al¬ 
ready an outstanding school), 
and support from the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea all helped lay the foun¬ 
dations for the transformation. 

“Most credit goes to the staff 
and pupils, who have worked 
incredibly hard over the last 
two years,” said Associate 
Headteacher, Bella Street. 
“This is a school we are all in¬ 
credibly proud of, and to have 


that recognised officially is 
wonderful. The cheer that the 
pupils gave when we told them 
was deafening. 

“Over the last two years we 
have been lucky enough to 
have visits from the Prime 
Minister, Princess Anne and 
David Walliams, but this beats 
them all!” 

Councillor Emma Will, the 
Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea’s Cabinet Member 
for Education, said: “This is 
wonderful news for the chil¬ 
dren and parents at Ashburn- 
ham Community School. This 
kind of report can only be 
achieved by the hard work of a 
talented and dedicated school 
staff. I would like to thank all 
the teachers and support staff 
for their efforts which clearly 
impressed the inspectors.” 



17,595 votes in the general election of 2010. His pred¬ 
ecessor, Dudley Fishburn, won 15,550 votes in 1992 
and before Mr Fishburn, Sir Brandon Rhys Williams 
had 15,562 votes in the election of 1974. 

Victoria Borwick’s closest rival last week, Labour 
candidate Rod Abouharb, had 10,838 votes. The Lib 
Dems’ Robin McGhee was hammered with just 1,962 
of the votes - a massive drop from the 6,872 votes that 
the Lib Dems won in 2010. The Green Party’s Robina 
Rose got only 1,765 votes and UKIP’s Jack Bovill 
1,557. 

“I am honoured and delighted to have been elected,” 
said Mrs Borwick. “I would like to thank the people 
of Kensington, who have put their trust in me, the 
local girl who grew up in these streets, and I can as¬ 
sure you that I will work hard to represent all my con¬ 
stituents. 

“I shall be holding regular local surgeries and ward 
forums with local councillors to make sure that we lis¬ 
ten to local residents. 

“I intend to represent all of those who live in the bor¬ 
ough and continue with the good initiatives we’ve al¬ 
ready started - particularly the work with troubled 
families. 

“Kensington is not just home to the rich and famous. 
I live here and grew up here. I know there’s a lot of 
people here who need help. I will make sure they get 
everything they need. 

“I will become a good constituency MP and repre¬ 


sent the concerns of the people of Kensington. The 
key areas are the best health provision, excellent 
schools and housing.” 

She paid tribute to the members of Team Borrick 
who have been energetically knocking on doors since 
the electioneering began and echoed the relief of res¬ 
idents that Labour’s feared Mansion Tax policy was 
beaten off by the Conservatives’ spectacular and un¬ 
expected victory. 

“Getting elected is a team effort and we had hun¬ 
dreds of volunteers who turned out to help. It is al¬ 
ways difficult as the newcomer and it is now 
important to best represent the people of Kensington 
in Parliament,” she said. 

“This election result is a clear endorsement of the 
Conservative plan to get the economy back on track. 
We have made huge progress in the past five years 
with record levels of growth, unemployment down, 
and our deficit halved. 

“A strong economy is vital for London to allow busi¬ 
nesses to grow and flourish, for employment to keep 
on rising and for our vital services to be supported. 

“The result was also a clear condemnation of the so¬ 
cialist politics of envy such as the Mansion Tax. Man¬ 
sion Tax would have had a devastating effect on the 
families in Kensington, many of whom bought their 
houses many years ago, out of taxed income. 

We can now focus on a positive future for the coun¬ 
try and a positive future for Kensington. That’s what 
I as MP for Kensington will work to achieve - I’m a 
seven-day-a-week worker and I’m going to make sure 
I am here for the people as much as possible.” 


■ CHELSEA Pensioners from the Royal Hospital were among the World War Two veterans honoured 
attheVE Day parade on Sunday See full story and photo feature on pages 6,7 & 8 
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Paying tribute with the 
grateful thanks of a nation 


T HEY must have wondered why they 
had even bothered, those brave, dig¬ 
nified veterans of the war against 
tyranny who were saluted on Sunday in a 


city whose war memorial had been daubed 
with hate the day before on a march by 
Leftist post-election protestors. 

If they did, the old soldiers did not show it. If the 
appalling desecration of the monument to the 


Words by Geoff Baker 
Photos by Richard Austin 

Women of World War II was the thanks they got for 
saving us from Hitler, these, the grey, aged and 
much-respected comrades of the 383,000 British 
Servicemen and women who died so that all people 
would have the right to vote - and protest - weren’t 
going to show their contempt; for had seen much 
worse than a bunch of deluded activists throwing 
their toys out of their prams. 

When the veterans in wheelchairs and on walking 
sticks who drew London’s heartfelt salute at the VE 
march on Sunday were of the same age as many of 
the anti-Government demonstrators who shamed 
the Left Wing on Saturday, they were fighting for 
their lives, seeing friends shot dead right next to 
them. 

Men who have seen the horror of battle were not 
going to be daunted by ill-judged graffiti on a 
statue, the threat of an aerosol is not quite up there 
with a bullet. 

Besides, there was a far greater importance on 
Sunday than to pay attention to the rantings of hun¬ 
dreds of young fools whose idea of being hard was 
to spend Saturday shouting “get the Tories out” at 
Downing Street - the veterans who were honoured 
by the nation were the truly tough, the many medals 
on their chests were testament to that. 

Pipers to the front of them, bands to the rear, 
flanked on all sides by flag-waving children, 
saluted by a flypast in the skies above and with the 
bells of Westminster Abbey ringing behind them, 
the veterans were done proud by a grateful London. 

As ever, it was the peerless dignity of The Queen 
that set the better example of the best of Britain, 
solemnly remembering at the foot of the grave of 
the Unknown Warrior in the Abbey where later in 
the service a young sea cadet proclaimed “let us 
give thanks for the selfless sacrifice”, and an as- 
young army rookie pointedly added “for the many 
blessings we enjoy as a result”. 

A huge wave of pride swept over Westminster as 
these, the 1,000 marchers of the greatest generation, 
entered Lifeguards’ sandy square to rousing cheers 
from a packed crowd and to be respectfully saluted 
by Prince Charles and Prime Minister David 
Cameron. 

Ten years ago, Prince Charles had told them “you 
have been the bedrock of this country, we salute 
you with all our hearts”. 

There was no need for him to repeat those apt 
words now, the gratitude was tangibly in the air as 
Guardsmen stood in firm attention to honour the 


Chelsea Pensioners, the old Paratroopers, the 
WAAFS, the merchant seamen and all of the other 
aged heroes who long ago fought so that Britain 
would be free. 

But one more march remains yet. 

For although VE Day marked the end of the fight 
in Europe against the greatest evil that this world 
has ever known, the war did not end with it. In May 
of 1945, the fighting continued in the Far East as 
the Allies battled against a Japanese enemy no less 
arrogant, brutal and inhumane than Nazi Germany. 

As Europe celebrated 70 years ago, in the East 
brave men battled on at sea, in the air and in the 
dreadful conditions of the jungle. 

But on Saturday August 15th - VJ Day 70 - vet¬ 
erans of the Forgotten Army will march on a spec¬ 
tacular day that the Government and British Legion 
are now organising to ensure that no hero will ever 
be forgotten again. 

Only then, on the 70th anniversary proper of the 
end of the worst war in human history, will London 
and the nation deliver the final salute to the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of its men and women who lost 
their lives for our democracy. 

As a glorious, moving and honourable precursor 
to this summer’s last salute, Sunday’s parade, the 
homage to the veterans and the celebration of the 
peace which they won for us was the most fitting 
of thanksgiving tributes to the brave. 

And on a weekend of two marches in London, it 
was not difficult to determine which of them be¬ 
comes this nation most. 
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Kensington and Chelsea 


Powerful advice from world champion 


A YOUNG West London 
woman who overcame 
cancer and mental illness 
to become world power- 
lifting champion has in¬ 
spired Kensington 
students with top tips in 
how they can achieve 
their goals in life. 

Monique Newton vis¬ 
ited Sion-Manning RC 
Girls’ School, North 
Kensington, to talk to 
year nine girls. The visit 
by Monique was 
arranged by Westway 
Trust, which delivers 
Sports Leaders sessions 
in the school. Westway 
Trust has also helped 
some of the students 
achieve Sports Leaders 
UK awards through vol¬ 
unteering placements at 
Easter sports camps at 
Westway Sports & Fit¬ 
ness. 

Monique, an athlete 
mentor with the Dame 
Kelly Holmes Trust, sur¬ 
vived cancer at the age of 
four, was kicked out of 
home at 15, and later bat¬ 
tled depression, spending 
seven months at The Pri¬ 
ory. Taking up the sport 
of powerlifting trans¬ 
formed her life and now, 
at the age of 22, she has 
become world champion 
and broken over 45 
British and European 
records. 



■ STUDENTS at Sion-Manning RC School with world powerlifting champion Monique Newton and 
a selection the many medals she has won. Also pictured is Lee Parker, Sports Engagement Officer 
at Westway Sports & Fitness. 


She told the students: 
“The only limits are the 
ones you put on yourself. 
A lot of people will tell 
you that you can’t do 
something but the 
biggest barrier is yourself 
and you can get over this 
by being positive and be¬ 
lieving in yourself. 

“I didn’t take up pow¬ 
erlifting until I was 17 so 
it’s not too late for you. 
Sport opens up so many 
doors for you and can 
help you when you come 
to start work. Sport 
teaches you time keep¬ 
ing, communications 
skills and working in a 
team.” 

After talking to the 
students Monique, who 
lives in Fulham, led them 
in a PE session. 

Sion-Manning’s Head 
of PE, Miss Claire 
Towey said the girls 
found the assembly in¬ 
spirational. 

“Monique showed the 
girls the medals she won 
and worked with them in 
their PE lessons. The 
girls said they were in¬ 
spired by Monique, her 
positive attitude to life 
and her achievements. 

“We would like to 
thank Westway Trust for 
offering us this amazing 
opportunity to meet 
Monique.” 


Lee Parker, Sports 
Development Officer at 
Westway Sports & Fit¬ 
ness, said: “We were de¬ 
lighted to arrange the 
visit by Monique as a 
thank you to the stu¬ 
dents for their support 
during the Easter sports 


camps. We aim to in¬ 
spire people and help 
them unlock their poten¬ 
tial. Monique is a terrific 
example of what you 
can achieve if you work 
hard and believe in 
yourself. The sports 
camps were really pop¬ 


ular, with more than 
2,400 young people en¬ 
joying a range of activi¬ 
ties at the Westway 
Sports Centre. We were 
pleased the students 
joined us and gained ex¬ 
perience for their Sports 
Leaders UK awards.” 


Monique has started a 
charity The Smile 
Brigade, which encour¬ 
ages vulnerable people 
to learn new skills, build 
confidence and increase 
self-esteem. You can 
find out more at 
www. thesmilebrigade. org 


Trust proves a class 
act for adult learning 

AN adult learning programme has been voted 
top of the class after achieving record success 
providing help for people learning English. 

Since the Westway Trust's programme was 
launched 12 years ago more than 2,000 people 
have benef itted, improving their life skills, con¬ 
fidence and employment prospects. 

The courses range from bite-sized introduc¬ 
tion courses to more formal lessons in reading, 
writing, speaking and listening. 

“The courses are aimed at local people who 
face barriers because of low level English, lack 
of education or childcare need," said Joe Free¬ 
man, Development Manager, Learning & Skills. 

“People get a lot of satisfaction when they 
can do things in life that they couldn’t do before. 
For example, they tell us such things as ‘I called 
my doctor’s for the first time by myself and I’m 
very proud! 

“It also helps job prospects. Their aim is to 
stop needing friends to translate for them. They 
may be limited only to working on shifts where 
there is a Spanish speaker. They may be an 
entry level cleaner and want something better, 
such as a supervisor’s role. 

“Being able to communicate with people and 
be part of the community gives them such a 
sense of achievement. It’s also a first step to 
college, volunteering or work," said Joe. 

Westway Trust works in partnership with 
Kensington & Chelsea Council’s Adult and Fam¬ 
ily Learning team to provide: 40 sessions each 
week at eight venues in North Kensington, Earl’s 
Court and Chelsea. This totals 86.5 hours per 
week, 10 of which are taught by volunteers. 


Owner ordered to 
repaint her home 



Rachel McMillan Nursery School and Children's Centre 
McMillan Street, London SE8 3EH 
Tel: 020 8692 4041 
Headteacher: Theresa Lane 




Who is the nursery for? 


THE owner of the £15 mil¬ 
lion “beach hut” daubed in 
red and white stripes at 
Sound End, Kensington, 
has been ordered by the 
council to get her paint 
brush out again. 

Kensington and Chelsea Bor¬ 
ough Council has told Mrs Zippo- 
rah Lisle-Mainwaring to repaint 
her mews home after neighbours 
complained that it “defaced” the 
cul-de-sac. 

Mrs Lisle-Mainwaring gave 
her house the look of a circus tent 
or beach hut in a protest against 
the council decision not to allow 
her to demolish the building and 
rebuild it with a two-story “ice¬ 
berg” basement. 

The council recently created a 
rule that basement developments 
can only be one-storey deep. 

A council spokesman said: “A 
section 215 notice has been 
served (under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990) on 
the owner of a property in South 
End by the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea. The 
property is situated within the 
Kensington Square Conservation 
Area and its condition and ap¬ 
pearance has attracted numerous 
complaints to the council’s plan¬ 
ning enforcement team. In addi- 



A home in South End council 
bosses want to be repainted 


tion to the exterior being painted 
in red and white stripes, the prop¬ 
erty’s window frames are in a 
poor condition. 

“The owner has the right to ap¬ 
peal the notice by 5 June in the 
magistrates’ courts but, if no ap¬ 
peal is forthcoming, the owner 
must repaint the front elevation 
white and carry out repairs to the 
windows by 3 July. 

“If the notice is not complied 
with by 3 July then the council 
can enter the property and carry 
out the necessary works. Further¬ 
more the council can charge the 
owner for the costs in carrying out 
the works and prosecute them in 
the magistrates’ courts. 

“Over the past 12 months the 
Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea has issued 24 section 
215 notices.” 

The council is taking special 
steps to ensure that the royal bor¬ 
ough is kept looking tip-top by 
residents. Among the homes re¬ 


cently ordered to be improved 
were 24 Pembridge Gardens W2 
and 33 Warwick Road. 

The council said: “The prop¬ 
erty at 24 Pembridge Gardens is a 
richly decorative example of 19th 
century Italianate architecture and 
the front elevation has a consider¬ 
able street presence with stucco 
decoration contributing to the 
Pembridge Conservation Area. 
Furthermore, it is Grade II listed. 

“However, the condition and 
appearance of the property was a 
concern to residents and dragging 
down the appearance of the entire 
street. Furthermore, loose and 
cracked render was located on the 
front and side elevation of the 
property and was becoming haz¬ 
ardous. 

“Therefore the planning en¬ 
forcement team served a section 
215 notice under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 on the 
23 July 2014 that required repair 
works were in keeping with a 
Grade II listed building. 

“33 Warwick Road was one of 
a number of properties along 
Warwick Road that was in a poor 
condition and subsequently the 
owners were contacted by the 
planning enforcement team to im¬ 
prove the condition and appear¬ 
ance or face being served with a 
section 215.” 


EVERYONE - the whole community is welcome at our nursery. 
We are an Ofsted Outstanding, Greenwich funded, Nursery School 
but you do not have to live in Greenwich to come to our nursery. 


We believe that children learn best through play. 

We have an amazing garden and extremely experienced, 
well qualified staff. 

We want to work in partnership with you to develop 
interested and interesting human beings 
who make positive relationships and love to learn. 



We have places for 2, 3 and 4 year old children 
who may be entitled to 15 hours per week free 
in term time. Ring us for more information. 


Follow us on Twitter 
@ Rachel McNursery 


If your child is 3 or 4 years old you can buy more 
hours to add to the 15 free hours. 

This means that you can create a 
9.15 a.m. - 3.15 p.m. day OR an 8.00 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


We also have a holiday club that runs 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
in the school holidays 
which you can pay for 



Open Day 
Friday 22nd May 

Between 10 a.m. and midday or between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. 
Meet the staff and experience our lovely garden. 

We very much look forward to meeting you and your children. 
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Out of Africa - into a 
luxury London home 


FIRST the Americans, then the 
Russians and Chinese, now rich 
Africans are heading for Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea to set up luxury 
homes. 

A CNN report has revealed that 
new money from the African con¬ 
tinent is the latest big foreign in¬ 
vestment in the borough. 

Buyers from Nigeria, Ghana, 
Congo, Gabon, Cameroon and 
Senegal are the new investors in 
homes in Kensington & Chelsea, 
says CNN. 

Nigerians are said to be spend¬ 
ing the most, typically spending 
between £14 million and £24 mil¬ 
lion on a property, according to 
luxury estate agents Beauchamp 


Estates. Their research shows 
that over the past three years 
Africans have spent over £588 
million on luxury homes in the 
capital. 

“The Africans who are coming 
into London now are Africans 
who themselves have worked for 
their money,” Bimpe Nkontchou, 
a London-based British-Nigerian 
wealth manager told the broad¬ 
caster. 

“They have grown in industry 
and are actually part of the excit¬ 
ing story of the African renais¬ 
sance. It’s bringing to London the 
best of the continent. The new in¬ 
ternational African is very well- 
travelled - educated in the U.S., 


UK and different parts of Europe, 
their taste is definitely more mod¬ 
ern.” 

Beauchamp Estate director 
Gary Hersham told CNN: “It is 
going to be the African century.” 

He added: “Virtually all the 
transactions are for end use, not 
rental investment, which indicates 
that the African buyer market in 
London has significant room for 
growth. 

“African buyers or luxury ten¬ 
ants in London are currently 
where the Russians and Ukraini¬ 
ans were five years ago. They 
have the resources and desire to 
purchase or rental luxury homes 
in Prime Central London.” 


Sound idea to bolster charity funds 


NORTH Kensington’s acclaimed 
Clement James Centre, voted 
Best Small Charity of the Year, is 
to hold a barbershop concert this 
week to raise funds for its work 
with communities in one of the 
most deprived areas of the UK. 

The concert, with groups The 
Close Shaves and The High 
Heels, will be held on Wednesday 
[May 13] at the centre at 95 Sirdar 
Road, Wll 4EQ, at 6.45 pm. 

The programme will includea 
barbershop and close harmony 
songs, both secular and sacred 


and ranging from Henry VIII, 
Tallis, Mozart, and Rachmaninov, 
through to songs by Cole Porter, 
The Everly Brothers, Abba and 
the Beatles. 

All proceeds from the concert 
will go to the charity that empow¬ 
ers the community to release its 
potential through education and 
employment. Tickets, to include 
drinks and canapes, cost £30 and 
are available by email to recep- 
tion@clementjames.org or on 
0207 221 8810. 

The Clement James Centre’s 


work focuses on three areas: 

■ Into university - by provid¬ 
ing study support and facilities, 
helping children enter university 
and tertiary education where no- 
one previously in their family has 
done before. 

■ Into work - by mentoring, 
training and coaching, helping the 
long-term unemployed get back 
to work; 

■ Communicate - providing 
training in English as a foreign 
language: a basic stepping stone 
to progress in the community. 
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Quality, Value & 
Service go hand 
in hand 


Managers Specials 

• Bathroom Suites From £299 

• Comfort height Toilet £99 

• Offset Quadrants From 
£299 

1200x800 & 1200x900 With 
Tray & Waste 

• Corner Unit & Basin Only 
£99 

. Steel Baths 1700x700 £75 



Delta 600 £299 A Wide Variety Of Mirrors Available Soon 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Important we pay 
tribute to unsung 
heroes of polling day 


T HIS is the first time I’ve 
written this column in the 
middle of the night, with my 
shoes off and about two pints of 
caffeine pumped into my blood¬ 
stream. But then again, General 
Election night doesn’t come round 
every year. 

As I sit somewhat hunched over my 
keyboard it’s a good time to reflect on 
what’s just happened. 

This is democracy in action - the 
people making their voice heard, select¬ 
ing who they want to represent them in 
the House of Commons and deciding 
what policies they think should be im¬ 
plemented. 

With the last Kensington con¬ 
stituency vote counted and the 
speeches finally over I would like to pay 
my respects to all 
those who stood for 
election. 

We are fortunate in 
this country that peo¬ 
ple with sometimes 
very different views 
can go head-to-head in 
an attempt to win vot¬ 
ers over but do so, 
more often than not, in 
a respectful manner. 

And of course I want 
to congratulate the 
victors - here in Kens¬ 
ington we have re¬ 
turned one of our own councillors, 
Victoria Borwick, who will now make 
her way to Parliament along with Greg 
Hands, who returns to the Westminster 
fray to represent the people of Chelsea 
and Fulham. 

We will also be welcoming a new face 
in the Council Chamber: Kim Taylor- 
Smith, who has just been elected to rep¬ 
resent Stanley ward, will be taking up 
the baton from Sir Merrick Cockell. 

Of course while the politicians have 
dominated the screen, airwaves and 
newspaper pages throughout the cam¬ 
paign, and it did feel like a very long 
one indeed, beavering away in the 
background, here in Kensington and 
Chelsea and right across the United 


Kingdom has been a veritable army of 
council staff determined to make the 
machinery of the election run smoothly. 
For them too it’s been a long slog. 

A new system to get on to the elec¬ 
toral register has had to be accommo¬ 
dated. Previously, one person in every 
household was responsible for register¬ 
ing everyone else who lives at that ad¬ 
dress, but this has changed and now 
each person is required to register to 
vote individually, rather than by house¬ 
hold - so there was lots more to be done 
before the voting cards could be sent 
out. 

Then there’s election day itself. 

From 6am 220 members of staff were 
on duty in the polling stations, which 
remained open until 10pm, after which 
the paperwork had to be checked and 
the ballot boxes delivered back to the 
Town Hall. 

There, a further 150 
council officers were 
waiting to receive them 
and begin the task of 
counting through the 
night and into the 
small hours, all under 
the intense scrutiny of 
hopeful candidates and 
their agents. 

So as the polling sta¬ 
tion signs come down 
and the ballot boxes go 
back into storage I’d 
like to thank all those 
who oversaw the voting process and 
counted the votes - they are the oil in 
the wheels of the democratic process. 

We will learn more in the hours 
ahead about the colour and shape of 
our new Government but that colour 
looks increasingly like it will be blue. 
Certainly, by the time you read this, 
the complexion of the new administra¬ 
tion will have been settled. 

I for one wish our new government 
every success. They have a big agenda 
to tackle, and so, in our own way, do we 
on the council. 

Now the election is over it’s time for 
us to get back to that agenda; I hope to 
be telling you all about it in future edi¬ 
tions of the London Weekly News. 


This is 
democracy in 
action - the 
people 
making their 
voice heard 




THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
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Portobello and Golbome 
Market celebrates its 150th 
anniversary this year! 

L 



Portobello 

&Golborne 


MARKET 


ONDON’S Portobello and Gol- 
borne Road market is one of the 
■world’s best loved markets. On 
busy Fridays and Saturdays, the 
market stretches a mile along Porto¬ 
bello Road and continues around 
the corner into Golborne Road. 
Hundreds of traders sell all sorts of 
everything, old and new, and there’s 
plenty of delicious food. 

Though rightly famous for antiques, 
the market is a haven for lovers of fash¬ 
ion, food, books, music, vintage and 
more. It’s the place for anyone who 
wants to find something really unique or 


just loves a great bargain. 

Surrounding Portobello market are lots 
of unique independent shops. On Sat¬ 
urdays all the antiques arcades open, 
with literally hundreds of specialist deal¬ 
ers in a maze of kiosks to explore. 

If you like shopping without knowing 
exactly what you’ll find, you’ll love Por¬ 
tobello and Golborne market. It’s real 
London with loads of character, a melt¬ 
ing pot of people from all over the 
world, filled with treasure and bargains 
to discover. 

Love the streets you shop in: shop 
Portobello & Golborne Market! 







FOUR different themed Love Your Local Market walking 
tours on 15,16, 22 & 23 May (Awesome Antiques, 

Brilliant Bargains, Extraordinary Edibles and Fabulous 
Fashion). Tickets are £5 and include a free 150 year 
edition Notting Hill Shopping bag and hot drink upon completion of the 
tour. Participants can choose from Barista’s Fusion (Fridays only), 
Bluebelles, Cafe Eve, Golborne Deli, Kipferl, Lowry & Baker, Orange 
Coffee, Pedlars (15 & 16 May only), or Snaps & Rye. 

Book tickets at www.rbkcmarkets.eventbrite.com 

Special stalls in Tavistock Square W11 for Love Your Local Market: a 
Youth Enterprise Market on 16 May and a Community Market on 23 May. 

Official anniversary celebration on Saturday May 30th (the 150th day of 
our 150th year). The market stalls and shops will be festooned with 2km 
of bespoke 150-year bunting and dozens of market stallholders are 
offering exclusive one-day-only promotions, from discounts and 
gifts-with-purchase to limited-edition signed artwork and a raffle with 
two prizes of £50 worth of antique toy soldiers. Shoppers should look for 
out for stalls displaying ‘Exclusive 150 year celebration offer’ signs and 
ask traders for details. There will be other mini-events including: 

• A costumed performance of Victorian songs by Radio Days Music at 
the junction of Portobello Road and Lonsdale Road from 12 noon. 

• A day-long display of antique and vintage bicycles from the Veteran 
Cycle Club in Tavistock Square W11. 

• Free ‘Dr Bike’ bicycle tune-ups in Tavistock Square W11. 

• A free ticketed ‘instameet’ organised by @igerslondon 
(already sold out but hopeful participants can join the 
waiting list at www.meetup.com/lnstagramersLondon) 

• A cake-cutting ceremony in Tavistock Square with the 
Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 
cutting a spectacular birthday cake donated by 
Hummingbird Bakery. 


your local 

market 

loveyourlocalmarfeet org uk 




HE R( 


kL BOROUi 


For further details follow @rbkcmarkets on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

or visit www.shopportobello.co.uk 
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NEW COLUMN 


UNDER THE WESTWAY 


Angela McConville, Chief 
Executive, Westway Trust, 
talks about the 15 year blue¬ 
print for the regeneration of 
over a mile of land under the 
Westway flyover - Destination 
Westway 2030. 

W hen the Westway flyover 
was built more than 40 
years ago, local people 
were hugely impacted. This infra¬ 
structure project was devastating 
for a community that was already 
disadvantaged by living amid ter¬ 
rible slum housing. 

But this same community was defi¬ 
ant and demanded to be compensated 
for the burden of having a six-lane mo¬ 
torway built above it. That fighting 
spirit led to the formation of the North 
Kensington Amenity Trust - now the 
Westway Trust - a charity established 
in 1971 with a start-up grant of 
£25,000. 

From the outset we were all about re¬ 
generation, taking on the estate as a 


“ribbon of rubble”. When we managed 
to construct buildings where there was 
once only debris, it was justifiably 
seen as a real achievement. 

Now, 43 years on, we have a solid 
track record of creating an incredible 
community underneath the flyover, in 
an area previously condemned by 
transport planners as mere wasteland. 

We have managed the area in ways 
that are very creative and flexible, re¬ 
sponding to the needs of the commu¬ 
nity and local charities who receive 
from us hundreds of thousands of 
pounds in grants and discounted 
rents, every year. 

We have a duty to safeguard our his¬ 
toric commitments to the community. 
The last major upgrade to some of our 
facilities dates back to the 1970s and 
they are in urgent need of improve¬ 
ment. 

Since I arrived at the Trust in 2013, 
I‘ve been listening and talking to lo¬ 
cals about the local area and those 
conversations have helped shape the 
direction of our 15-year blueprint: 
Destination Westway 2030. Guiding 
this work are two priorities - im¬ 



proved local health and a more pros¬ 
perous community. 

Disproportionate health problems 
are evidenced by mortality rates, 
childhood obesity and mental health 
needs. Despite the wealth in the area, 
pockets of acute economic disadvan¬ 
tage exist. The Trust’s work focusses 
on providing affordable work spaces; 
boosting apprenticeship opportunities 
locally for young people; delivering 
courses that improve skills and help 
people secure employment or work 
placements; offering bursaries for ed¬ 
ucation or sporting opportunities; and 
supporting supplementary school ac¬ 
tivities. 

We have to strike a balance between 
delivering these benefits and making 
regeneration work commercially. 
While there are pockets of land where 
we can build new homes, our focus is 
on sensitive developments that di¬ 
rectly benefit the local community. 
While commercial viability is neces¬ 
sary, we want to really impact the 
local community, and that is what 
drives our decisions.’ 

I am encouraged we can strike this 


balance as we have been good at mak¬ 
ing the most of the fact that rich and 
poor live side by side. For example, at 
the sports centre people pay for their 
sessions, like a regular gym, but our 
thriving social enterprise model means 
we put £lm annually in to community 
sports programmes for the disadvan¬ 
taged. The demographic around us is 
changing and we have a chance to 
take advantage of that in a way that 
achieves our social goals. 

We will always be sensitive to the 
local environment. Our team works 
across the estate and we are deeply in 
tune with the needs of the community. 
We work closely with local residents, 
groups, charities, businesses and indi¬ 
viduals, to keep improving the area. 

In the coming weeks I look forward 
to updating you on what we are doing, 
so you can help shape our plans, every 
step of the way. 
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UNITY 



/ re e fun 
fo f all the 
family 




12-4pm 


Queen’s Park Gardens 


and St Jude’s Hall, 
llbert Street W10 


Spring into 

Health 


with the 


Queen’s Park 

maternity 

champions 


Saturday 
16 th May 


• pony rides 

• balloon modelling 

• puppet show 

• live music 

• bouncy castle 

• climbing wall 

• henna 

• facepainting 

• pampering for new mums 

• baby zone including music, 
singing, ball pool and guest 
appearance from Peppa Pig 
in St Jude’s Hall 

• Advice on feeling well 
and staying positive 

• Take Time To Talk tea cart 

• Health information and 
advice from GPs, urgent care 
and 111, pharmacies and 
other local services 


Fun events to help patients 
think about their health care 


O ur patients tell us what really matters 
to them is their face-to-face interac¬ 
tions with us. For the second year in 
a row, our summer series of roadshow 
events will be providing them with exactly 
that. 

At our stalls, we act out different health scenarios to 
help local people think about how to use their NHS 
wisely, and how to choose the right care for their need. 
These fun events are a brilliant opportunity to reach out 
to those members of our community that we can some¬ 
times struggle to connect with, such as people with 
mental health conditions, people who speak English as 
a second language, and people who are homeless. It’s 
suitable for all the family, as we always have plenty on 
offer to entertain children and young people. 

The events will be held on the following dates and lo¬ 
cations: Spring into Health with the Beethoven Health 
Champions will be held on May 16th, 12 noon-4pm, at 
Queen’s Park Gardens and St Jude’s Hall, llbert Street 
W10; The Art of Wellness Festival will be held on May 
29th 5pm-10pm with Chelsea Theatre Health Champi¬ 
ons, World’s End Place, SW10 ODR; There is More to 
A&E: Fun Day with Dalgamo Health Champions will 
be held on May 31st 12 noon-4pm, 1 Webb Close, Sut¬ 
ton Way, W10 5HJ. 

There will be a mix of activities at each event, and 
they will be free, accessible, and open to all. At the 
Spring into Health with the Champions event, there will 
be pony rides, henna, face-painting, pampering for new 
mums, and even a top celebrity appearance by Peppa 
Pig. The Art of Wellness Festival, meanwhile, will be 
an evening event, featuring live music, street food, and 
the opportunity to create your own street art. There is 
More Than A&E Fun Day will include a creche, free re¬ 
freshments, and free massages. 

But it’s not just about the fun activities. There will be 
GPs and other NHS staff at the events, so attendees can 
chat to NHS representatives about what they want from 
their health service. We know these roadshows are use¬ 
ful. Last year we had some fantastic conversations with 
local residents, and those conversations have played a 
big part in forming our priorities for 2015-16. 

For example, residents told us that they wanted us to 
improve primary care. We now have extended hours 
across many GP practices, with many providing week- 


By Kalwant Sahota 

NHS West London Clinical 
Commissioning Group 


end openings. Improving access to primary care is one 
of our top priorities for the coming year. For example, 
we’ve set up children’s primary care hubs, and we’ve 
created Primary Care Navigators to manage the care 
path for patients with complex primary care needs. 

Another top priority of ours for the coming year is to 
continue our work in ensuring that mental health is 
considered as important as physical health. We’ll be 
using the opportunity of these roadshows to tell pa¬ 
tients how they can access psychological therapies and 
other mental health services, such as our Take Time to 
Talk service which we launched in June. The Take 
Time to Talk Tea Cart will be at the Spring into Health 
with the Champions event, offering residents the op¬ 
portunity to find out more about how to get mental 
health support in their area. 

Louise Proctor, managing director of West London 
CCG, said: “We are engaging with patients across 
Queen’s Park & Paddington, Harrow Road, and West- 
bourne Park as well as throughout the borough of 
Kensington & Chelsea on a regular basis. There are 
some groups of people we make contact with very eas¬ 
ily, and there are others who it can be harder to reach. 
We want to make sure all patients have a fair chance 
to access the services their NHS provides. 

“It is important that harder to reach demographics, 
such as people with mental health conditions, people 
who speak English as a second language, and people 
who are homeless, are able to get hold of vital infor¬ 
mation about the different care options available to 
them, so that they can make informed choices about 
what care is best for them and their families. Do they 
know where their nearest pharmacy is? Do they know 
that many GP surgeries are open on weekends? Do 
they know that they can walk into urgent care centres 
if they need care immediately, without it being an 
emergency that requires a trip to A&E? 

“These roadshows are an innovative way of cutting 
out the middle man and communicating directly, face- 
to-face with our own patients and residents.” 

For more information please contact Kalwant Sahota 
on 020 3350 4356 wlccg.team@inwl.nhs.uk. 
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Specialists in used 
Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


O F all of the royal events of the year, 
the Chelsea Flower Show is the one 
that most puts the nation’s number 
one Briton in bloom. 

Indeed, it is hard to find a photograph of The 
Queen at the show when she is not beaming with 
pleasure. 

Although Her Majesty is Patron of the Royal 
Horticultural Society and therefore Chelsea is 
somewhat “her” show, 
this, the world’s finest dis¬ 
play of gardening genius 
and the unofficial but glo¬ 
rious start of summer, 
means much more than 
just another royal engage¬ 
ment. 

For Chelsea is a joy for - 

The Queen as it highlights her own personal inter¬ 
est in gardening. And although millions will see 
the photographs and TV pictures of her visit, few 
know of the extent to which The Queen has be¬ 
come one of the greatest gardeners in the world. 

Through more than 70 years of thoughtful plan¬ 
ning and attentive care, The Queen has personally 


ROYAL 

SPECIAL 


By Geoff Baker turn to page 2 


supervised the growth of the garden at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace so that it now stands as among the 
finest in her realm. It is also certainly one of the 
largest - at 39 acres, or the size of 22 football 
pitches, the Palace garden requires considerable 
care to keep it in such acclaimed top condition. 

Interestingly, at a time when the Green Party un- 
popularly wants to close down the British monar¬ 
chy - an event about as likely to happen as their 
leader becoming the president of North Korea - 
for decades The Queen has been well ahead of the 
ecological movement in her approach to her gar¬ 
den. 

As a pioneer of environmentally-friendly plan¬ 
ning, Her Majesty is something of a Capability 
Green and fellow gardeners could learn much 
from her secrets of success. 

One such royal secret is the simple, organic way 
in which The Queen deals with the aphids that 
threaten the magnificent Rose Garden at the 
Palace, the 25 flower beds of different varieties of 
roses, some more than 100 years old. 

Like all gardeners, Her Majesty risks the great 


Rompski of Fulham 

Est. 1955 

613a Fulham Road, London SW6 5UQ 
Tel: 020 7731 3270 

Quality Key Cutting, Show Repairs and 
Shoe Sales 

Buy a pair of Barkers or Cheaney Leather 
Shoes from our range and we’ll give you a 
FREE shoe repair up to the value of £45 



Visit us in store or go to 

www.rompskioffulham.com 
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In the run up to Chelsea Flower Show 


A 6 green’ Queen ahead of her time 


FROM page 1 

British plague of greenfly as summer comes; ru¬ 
inous to blooms like Golden Wedding, the beauti¬ 
ful yellow dawn of a commemorative rose, or 
Royal William, the dark red hybrid tea rose cre¬ 
ated to mark the birth of her grandson. 

But unlike many gardeners, The Queen does not 
use pesticides to control the flower-killers; she has 
her own special way of keeping down the greenfly 
- garlic water. A spray simply infused with garlic 
powder is liberally applied each week to the royal 
roses; the smell goes in a day and so do the green¬ 
fly. 


Another royal trick to help keep the Palace gar¬ 
den immaculate is what Her Majesty calls “The 
Arisings”. 

Two tonnes a day of Arisings arise, or rather de¬ 
scend, from the horses of the Royal Mews and this 
most excellent of manures is made into the 
Queen’s blend of top compost by mixing it with 
the green waste which is anything but wasted. 

Mark Lane, Gardens Manager at Buckingham 
Palace, explains that this initiative ensures that the 
gardens look their best whilst encouraging wildlife 
and plant life to thrive without any detrimental ef¬ 
fects on the environment: 



■ THE view across the man-made lake in the gardens to the back of Buckingham Palace 


The Portobello 

Olive Bar 


Wide range of marinated Olives 
Feta Cheese 
Humous 
Harrissa 
Pesto 

Fresh seasonal garlic 
Artichoke hearts 
French Saucisson 

Pitch No 76-77 Portobello Market 

Opposite Sainsburys 



“At Buckingham Palace, 99 per cent of green 
waste is recycled on site,” he says. 

“Green waste includes grass cuttings, twigs, 
branches, the Arisings and soiled straw from the 
stables in the Royal Mews. 

“Waste is also brought in from Kensington Palace 
and Marlborough House grounds. This is put 
through a shredder so that bacteria can operate 
more quickly on smaller pieces of material. 

“The waste is regularly turned until it has rotted 
sufficiently to be used as mulch. We then use this 
when preparing new flower beds. The mulch pro¬ 
tects plants from heat and cold, retains water, sup¬ 
presses weed germination and prevents soil from 
being washed away in the rain.” 

But there’s more to the Green Queen and her love 
of nature yet. Her Majesty, who in the 1970s once 
organised a walking police escort for a family of 
ducks who would waddle from the Palace to St 
James’s Park, has done more than any other 
monarch to foster wildlife in the Palace gardens. 

For instance, large pieces of wood are stacked in 
piles in the Palace grounds and these piles provide 
habitats for a variety of flora and fauna, including 
beetles, spiders and fungi - some 2,500 different 
species of insects call the Palace their home. 

Tree stumps are not removed, but are left to rot 
away naturally, providing a perfect environment 
for insects to lay their eggs and hatch their larvae 
in. Dead trees are also left alone, with one such tree 
at the bottom of the Rose Garden currently provid¬ 
ing a habitat for a family of Woodpeckers. 


“Whereas weed killer was once used on the paths 
of the Buckingham Palace grounds, now a weed 
burning machine is used instead,” says Mr Lane. 
“This breaks up the cells of living plants so that 
they explode through heat, meaning that there is 
no need for chemicals which could potentially be 
harmful to wildlife.” 

Recent surveys have shown that five damsel and 
seven dragonfly species live in or near the lake, 
and 83 species of birds have been seen in the gar¬ 
den. The highlights of the sightings were of King¬ 
fisher, Woodcock, Chiffchaff and Redwing - and 
an occasional Parakeet. 


> At Buckingham 
Palace, 99 per 
cent of green 
waste is recycled 
on site ^ 


Since 2009 the gar- 
den has supported 
) At Buckingham four successful bee 
hives positioned on 
the island in the mag¬ 
nificent, three-acre 
man-made lake. Sur¬ 
rounded in the sum¬ 
mer by wildflowers, 
this area is paradise 

for bees says the royal beekeeper, John Chappie. 
“It is virtually wild and it must be one of the very 
few sites in London that have been left so beauti¬ 
fully natural, it’s near-heaven for bees,” said Mr 
Chappie. 

The royal honey is much prized and is said to be 
delicious, so much so that on a visit last year to The 
Vatican Her Majesty chose a gift of Palace honey 
as her personal present to The Pope. It is also used 
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In the run up to. 


yer Show 


in the royal kitchens, as is the luxurious jam made 
from the 35 species of mulberry tree which grow 
at the Palace. 

Her Majesty inherited her love of gardens from 
her parents. Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 
had a life-long passion for flowers and gardening 
and left her beautiful mark on the glorious grounds 
of her royal homes. To fully appreciate the late 
Queen Mother’s evident knowledge of horticul¬ 
ture and to see from where The Queen got her eye, 
I recommend the book that she created with the 
Marchioness of Salisbury, “The Gardens Of 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother; a delightful 
study of distinctive design. 

But back at Buckingham Palace, where the gar¬ 
dens are a national treasure in themselves, sustain¬ 
able plant life is encouraged with a long grass 
policy currently in use over approximately 10% of 
the Palace garden area. Around 350 different types 
of wildflowers grow in these areas, such as Creep¬ 
ing Buttercup and Herb Robert, and are allowed 
to go through an entire yearly cycle of growth, in¬ 
cluding seed spreading, before the grasses are cut 
at the end of August. 

Flora and fauna 

This means that wildflowers are allowed to re¬ 
produce and sustain themselves without interfer¬ 
ence. In addition, an 800-metre stretch of ground 
around the edge of the lake is cut on a rotational 
basis every four years, again, allowing flora and 
fauna to prosper uninterrupted. 

As well as sustaining existing flora and fauna, 
new wildlife and plant life is also encouraged. 
Over the last 10 years, many more seed-bearing 
plants have been introduced into the garden; these 
encourage a wealth of bird life to come into the 
Palace grounds to feed during the winter months. 

More native plants have also been brought in. 
Seed-bearing plants include a wide variety of Co- 
toneaster and Rowans, and natives have included 
the Aspen and female Black Poplar. 

Mr Lane says: “We also ensure that the machin¬ 
ery which is used for the upkeep of the gardens is 
environmentally sound. The weed-burning ma¬ 
chine runs off the same liquid petroleum gas sup¬ 
ply which is used for The Duke of Edinburgh's 
taxi. Biodegradable diesel, lubricants and oils are 
used in lawn mowers and other pieces of machin¬ 
ery.” 


According to gardening guru Alan Titchmarsh, 
Her Majesty so adores her garden so much that she 
has a weekly posy cut and delivered to her when 
she returns to Buckingham Palace from Windsor. 
The half-dozen blooms are taken from the palace 
gardens and are a gift from her gardeners. 

“She has a little posy cut for her every Monday, 
which is placed on her desk when she gets back 
from Windsor,” said Titchmarsh. 

“It will typically have six or seven different types 
of flowers from the garden to give her a little snap¬ 
shot of what's looking good at that time. 

“What is quite evident is Her Majesty loves what 
we would call English cottage garden flowers - 
unostentatious flowers, not things that are too ex¬ 
otic.” 

However, like every gardener the world over, 
The Queen is always enchanted by the splendour 
and peerless creativity that is the wonder of the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show. This year her delight 
at the fabulous exhibits will be the more so as her 
grandson Prince Harry will be bringing a portrait 
of Africa to the show when his Sentebale charity 
unveils a garden modelled on a children’s camp in 
Lesotho. 

The Hope in Vulnerability garden invokes the 
Mamohato Children’s Centre, using traditional 
African building techniques and, hopefully, a na¬ 
tive poppy which has never been seen in Britain 
before. 

Prince Harry has hired Matt Keightley, the de¬ 
signer of the Help For Heroes garden which won 
the People’s Choice award at last year’s show, for 
Sentebale’s second Chelsea garden after its suc¬ 
cessful debut in 2013. 

The design will use a mixture of British plants 
and those native to Lesotho to replicate the vary¬ 
ing landscape in the mountain kingdom, and Mr 
Keightley is trying to germinate a papaver aceule- 
tus orange-coloured poppy, native to Lesotho, in 
the hope of being the first person to show one at 
Chelsea. 

Whatever his success with that, the Chelsea 
Flower Show remains the finest rose in the crown 
of the best of British gardening, a wonder which 
everyone should experience at least once in a life¬ 
time. 

• The RHS Chelsea Flower Show, May 19th- 
23rd, The Royal Hospital Chelsea SW3 4SL 
Tickets from www.rhs.org.uk 



I THE late Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother also had a passion for flowers and gardening 


WHERE TO SEE YOUR 
FAVOURITE ROYAL 



LANDLORDS!!! 

✓ Guaranteed rent ✓ All London areas 


FULL details of future and recent events in the ever- 
busy diaries of the many members of The Royal 
Family are available from the official website 
www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the London schedule for 
the week ahead for Where To See A Royal. 

• Tuesday, May 12th 

Princess Alexandra, as Royal Patron of Children 
and Families Across Borders, will open the Interna¬ 
tional Spring Fair at Kensington Town Hall W8. 

• Wednesday, May 13th 

The Princess Royal, as Warden of the Fishmongers’ 
Company, will attend a Livery Civic Dinner at the 
Fishmongers’ Hall, Tower Bridge. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Joint Patron of Thames 
Landscape Strategy, will attend a reception to mark 
its 21st anniversary at the Rose Theatre, Kingston. 

• Thursday, May 14th 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of the Royal National 
Children’s Foundation, will hold a fund-raising din¬ 
ner at St James’s Palace. 

The Princess Royal, as President of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, will hold the Prince Philip 
Medal presentation at St James’s Palace. 

The Princess Royal, as Warden of the Fishmongers’ 
Company, will attend a committee of wardens meet¬ 
ing at the Fishmongers’ Hall, Tower Bridge. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Honorary Fellow of the 
Institution of Structural Engineers, will officially 
open the international headquarters at Bastwick 
Street EC 1. 


The Duchess of Gloucester, as President of the 
Royal Academy of Music, will attend the opera at the 
RAM on Marylebone Road. 

• Friday, May 15th 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of the Women’s 
Royal Naval Service Benevolent Trust, will attend 
the AGM and reception at Trinity House, Tower Hill. 

• Monday, May 18th 

The Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, the Princess 
Royal and the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester 

will visit the Chelsea Flower Show. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Colonel of the 
Grenadier Guards, will chair the Regimental Council 
Meeting at Buckingham Palace and will attend the 
First Guards Club Dinner at Ironmongers’ Hall. 

• Tuesday, May 19th 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron of the Game and 
Wildlife Conservation Trust, will hold a reception at 
Buckingham Palace. 

The Earl of Wessex, as President of the King 
George’s Fund for Sailors, will attend the AGM at 
Mansion House, Walbrook EC4. 

The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee of the Duke of Ed¬ 
inburgh’s International Award Foundation, will attend 
a dinner at The Savoy Hotel. 

The Duchess of Gloucester will attend a dinner to 
mark the Asian Women of Achievement Awards at 
the London Hilton. 


✓ NO setup fees, NO hidden fees 
✓ NO administration fees 
✓ Fixed price contract ✓ 0% Commission 



£300.00 Cash Back 

Studio - £800.00* * 

1 Bedroom - £950.00* 

2 Bedroom - £1200.00* 

3 Bedroom - £1400.00* 

4 Bedroom - £1600.00* 


CALL NOW for a free no obligation appraisal 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


As Fleetwood Mac begin their tour in London 


The dream reunion would be ... 



■ THE WAY THEY WERE: Fleetwood Mac in 1969, left to right John McVie, Jeremy Spencer, Mick Fleetwood, and Danny Kirwan with Peter 
Green laying in front 


W HEN Fleetwood Mac return to 
London in sold-out triumph at 
the 02 shortly, in the back of 
some minds in the crowd will be the won¬ 
der, the fans’ great prayer, “will this be the 
night when it finally happens, the night we 
have spent 40 years hoping for?” 

If it does, it would be the sensational night the like 
of which British blues has never experienced before; 
an event that might even put in the shade the reunion 
of Led Zeppelin at the same arena in 2007. 

For the great hope of the diehard Fleetwood Mac 
fans is that one night the band will be joined onstage 
by their original members, the greatest blues guitar 
trio ever to have played together on this planet - Peter 
Green, Jeremy Spencer and Danny Kirwan. 

Indeed were it to happen, “sensational” would not 
be the fitting word for it; “miraculous” would de¬ 
scribe it better. 

Green, Spencer and Kirwan were the legends who 
first created the sound of the band that went on to sell 
more than 100 millions albums. Side-armed by the 
pair of blues maestros, Peter Green - said by B.B. 
King to be the only white guitarist to have sent shivers 
down his spine - led a band which was peerless in its 
time; creating eternal classics that include Albatross, 
Man Of The World, Black Magic Woman, Need Your 
Love So Bad, Oh Well and Green Manalishi. 

But a cocktail of drugs, drink and religion broke up 
the golden trio and one-by-one in the Seventies they 
left the band and passed into obscurity. 

The music industry wrote them off; writers mocked 
and concocted sensationalisms around how Jeremy 
Spencer said he was “just popping out to buy a mag¬ 
azine” but joined the Children Of God sect instead 
and never came back, and Peter Green was widely 
said to be a bleak shadow of former glorious ability. 

But the truth is that, technically, the much wished- 
for reunion could happen, although it is the highest of 
hopes. 

Green, voted by Mojo magazine as one of the top 
three greatest guitarists in the world, has never truly 
stopped playing. Although he left Fleetwood Mac 45 
years ago this month, tragically fated to become 
schizophrenic and to spend time in psychiatric hospi¬ 
tals, in recent years he has bravely pulled out of des¬ 
olation and mounted UK and Australian tours. 

All sold out 

None of the venues were on a par with the 20,000- 
seater that the band which he founded will play in the 
capital on May 27th, but the Peter Green & Friends 
gigs all sold out and were, by all accounts, brilliant 
performances. 

As Eric Clapton told Guitar World magazine, “I 
would never completely give up on the guy; he is one 
of the best, it’s all there”. 

Popular belief has it that Jeremy Spencer so fell 
even further into the darkness of obscurity that no¬ 
body in the business has a clue where he is. Some said 
that after he “got religion” he disappeared into Brazil, 
others said he went to ground in Italy. 

But the happy truth is that Spencer, now twice a 
great-grandfather, is alive and well - and still playing 
- living in County Meath, and that recently he hooked 
up with his old bandmates when he went to see Fleet- 
wood Mac in concert in Dublin. 

Last year Spencer - who in fact and despite the 
mythology has never stopped playing guitar - released 
a new album, “Coventry Blue”, which was hailed by 
critics as “a masterclass, Jeremy Spencer has not lost 
a step”. Like Green, he has also been touring in recent 
years. 

So that’s two who are entirely capable of making 
the great dream reunion - a comeback which Fleet- 
wood Mac bassist John McVie has said he and drum¬ 
mer Mick Fleetwood would welcome. 

“If we could get Peter and Jeremy to do it, I’d prob¬ 
ably do it. I know that Mick would do it in a flash,” 
said McVie. 

But he added: “Unfortunately, I don’t think there’s 
much chance of Danny doing it. Bless his heart”. 

And there lies the tragedy of Fleetwood Mac; for in 
the story of Danny Kirwan, British blues, the sound 
of sorrow, reached its saddest blues of all time. 

By rights, Danny Kirwan should be a guitar god liv- 


By Geoff Baker 

ing in a mansion in Kensington, feted regularly at the 
BRITS and Q awards and openly-revered by every 
star guitarist who has come after him with a fraction 
of his talent. 

Brixton-born Kirwan was a guitar genius who was 
only 17-years-old when he first came to the attention 
of Fleetwood Mac, impressing them overwhelmingly. 
Within a year he was in the band and Green - gener¬ 
ally held by musicians to be the only British blues 
guitarist to be on a par with Clapton - was lauding 
him openly. 

“I would never had done Albatross if it wasn’t for 
Danny, I would never have had a number one hit 
record”, said Green of his partner who was the only 
member of the original Fleetwood Mac to be blessed 
with pin-up good looks. 

Kirwan quickly grew to become the band’s main 


songwriter with Green and together they developed 
a style of melodic twin guitar meshing that has never 
been bettered. When Green quit Fleetwood Mac and 
left the band reeling in uncertainty and confusion, it 
was Kirwan who shouldered the lead to carry it on 
and created the hit album Kiln House, hailed by 
Rolling Stone magazine as “a venture that would 
make Buddy Holly and Gene Vincent unabashedly 
proud as godparents to the album”. 

Kirwan stayed the course for a while, but the demon 
of the music business - relentless, unreasonable pres¬ 
sure that nobody outside of the industry can ever 
properly appreciate - crushed him and drove him to 
the painkiller of drink, crippling his health and in¬ 
evitably bringing about his sacking from the band. 

Torment 

“It was torment for him, really, to be up there, and 
it reduced him to someone who you just looked at 
and thought ‘My God!”’ said Mick Fleetwood, who 


was charged with unenviable job of firing him. 

“Although he was asked to leave, the way I was 
looking at it was -1 hoped - almost putting him out 
of his agony.” 

Encouraged by his manager, the legendary Clifford 
Davis, Danny Kirwan soldiered on, releasing a hand¬ 
ful of solo albums and singles but as he had lost the 
confidence to promote them by performing live, he 
fell off the magic ladder and the rarely-sympathetic 
music industry left him behind as his mental health 
went from unstable to very ill. 

Now, nobody seems to know the whereabouts of 
Danny Kirwan, except that he is thought to be still 
living in London. Recent reports have varied from 
placing him in a Soho hostel for recovering alco¬ 
holics, to living on social security in a care home and, 
worse, homelessness. 

In his 1990 autobiography, Mick Fleetwood 
claimed Kirwan lived in a South London mental hos¬ 
pital. In a subsequent interview, Peter Green said, “I 
think Mick and I are responsible for where he is now. 
I wish I could help him, but I don't know how.” 

Two years ago the Fleetwood Mac fans’ Newsgroup 
reported: “Danny Kirwan is currently living in 
Co vent Garden, he is still a down and out and is a 
semi-permanent resident of a hostel for the homeless 
there. He apparently remembers being a blues legend 
but never talks about it.” 

However, on his most-recent sighting, Fleetwood 
Mac biographer Martin Celmins said Kirwan was 
“looking a lot fitter, stronger and more together”. 

He added: “Best news of all, perhaps, is that he 
keeps a guitar in his room and plays quite often for 
his own pleasure. He remains a very private person 
who keeps himself to himself and is nicely settled in 
the care centre where he's been for some time now”. 

As many fans agree, it could be a cruelty to impose 
on a fragile casualty of the toughest of all businesses 
our hopes and wishes to see Danny Kirwan back up 
onstage. But when his millionaire old mates rock the 
roof off the 02 this month, it might be nice if some 
dedication was made to the iconic London guitarist 
who helped them get there before he became a most 
tragic example of the blues that he mastered so well. 

• Fleetwood Mac at The 02 May 27th & 28th. 



■ OLDER AND WISER? The existing band members - John McVie, Stevie Nicks, Lindsey 
Buckingham, Mick Fleetwood and Christine McVie - would welcome a reunion 
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Our new Streatham office is now open! 

Contact the local property experts for a free sales or lettings valuation 
and for a limited time take advantage of our fantastic introductory offer. 


Streatham Office 

4 Streatham High Road, London SW16 1DB 

020 8768 6373 

streatham@acorn.ltd.uk 
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WINE (y DINE 

Mary Berry and her best bits 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


by Kate Whiting 

I N the company of Mary Berry, it's 
easy to become completely mes¬ 
merised. She's as neat as a pin, pale 
bob coiffed to perfection, set off by her 
trademark hot-pink cardigan. 

And then there are the idyllic-sounding, 
Famous Five-esque tales of childhood 
holidays by the sea, and catching and 
cooking her own fish for her latest tele¬ 
vision series, all delivered in her clipped, 
warm grandmotherly voice, with smiles 
and a small hand reaching out every so 
often to pat you affectionately on the arm. 

If it weren't for the arm pats, I'd have 
forgotten why I was with her entirely, 
happy just to smile back and listen, bask¬ 
ing in the Berry glow. 

But there's the rather pressing matter of 
her new non-Bake Off series to discuss. 

Absolute Favourites sees Berry, who's 
just celebrated her 80th birthday, travel 
from the seaside to the countryside, to 
farmers' markets, allotments and herb 
gardens, and then back home to share the 
inspirations behind some of her most 
beloved recipes with her family - and the 
nation. 

In the first of six episodes, she indulges 
in one of her favourite seaside passions, 
prawning on the Kent Coast, before 
cooking up a new dish of seafood lin- 
guine, which she tops off with a knicker- 
bocker glory, after a visit to an ice cream 
parlour in Broadstairs, that hasn't 
changed since she was a child. 

"I loved childhood holidays by the sea. 
We used to stay on a farm in Devon and 
we walked to the beach every day, did the 
same thing - paddling, castles, picnic - 
and then came back at about 4 o'clock 
and helped with milking and gathering 
eggs and had tractor rides," she says, 
beaming. 

It was on such trips that she learned to 
forage for blackberries, mushrooms and 
sloes for sloe gin, and she still makes sure 
she's prepared when she goes out walking 
today. 

"The other day, we saw some mush¬ 
rooms and my son said, 'Mum, have you 
got your bag in your pocket?' I've always 
got one in my pocket, just in case. You 
never know what you're going to find." 

Episode two takes her into the country¬ 
side to forage for wild mushrooms, which 
she cooks in garlic and serves on toasted 
brioche, before achieving a long-held 
ambition - learning to fly fish. 

"It was such an exciting day. We went 
to a house with a stretch of water on a 
tributary of the River Test.. 

"I've never seen anything so beautiful. 
As you looked down, it wasn't very deep, 
the bottom was crystal clear and you 
could see the fish- it reminded me of the 
river at Lacock when I was child, and 
leaning over the bridge and seeing that 
shallow water." 

Berry did catch a fish, and holds up her 
hands to illustrate how big it was: "I'm 
not exaggerating, it was this size!" 

It was so big, in fact, it didn't fit in the 
pan she was meant to be cooking it in. 

"I had to take it off the bone and fry the 
fillet. If only I'd caught one smaller and 
just put three slashes in, it would have 
looked so much better. But it was live, it 
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was real, it was delicious." 

Berry, whose enduring and wide appeal 
is evident in the fact she's just been voted 
number 73 in FHM's Top 100 Sexiest 
Women 2015 list (beating Jennifer 
Lopez, no less), grew up in Bath, the 
daughter of a surveyor dad and house¬ 
wife mum. 

"My childhood was very conventional, 
I was a wartime baby, so brought up in 
frugal times, and I was fortunate enough 
to have a mum who did everything from 
scratch. 

Rationing 

"We had rationing, so we had to have 
goat's milk, but we didn't know any dif¬ 
ferent. We had eggs, we had vegetables 
from the garden and we kept pigs, so we 
had a lot of pork and chicken. 

"It was very happy, quite different from 
childhood nowadays, no theme parks. We 
did things at home. We just had friends 
round to play and made things, we carved 
things out of wood and did hopscotch. 
There was no option to go anywhere. 

"The biggest treat in the school holidays 
was going swimming, and I remember 
the smell of the swimming pool in Bath, 
it was always chlorine - and you queued 
up." 

The first thing she remembers cooking 
is a treacle pudding in her cookery class 
at school. 

"I took it home and my father said, 'It's 
as good as your mother's', which was real 
praise." 

In her mid 20s, she went to Paris to 


study at Le Cordon Bleu, which, at the 
time, she says, was "pretty phoney" - and 
she was lonely, living in a hostel on the 
city's South Bank. In 1970, she published 
her first of many cookbooks, the Hamlyn 
All Colour Cookbook, and the rest, as 
they say, is history. 

Nowadays, surprisingly for someone 
who has to taste test an endless array of 
cake every year on The Great British 
Bake Off, she doesn't have much of a 
sweet tooth. 

"I used to have a very sweet tooth, but 
at home, I eat very little sugar. To be hon¬ 
est, I don't eat a lot of cake. 

"I have to watch my waistline very 
carefully, and I have no wish to get large. 
I have been large - and people will be 
very beastly to me - those who haven't 
been large before - will say, 'I don't want 
to get like her because she eats so many 
cakes'." 

She stays trim by walking and playing 
tennis, but you'll never catch her going 
casual in a velour tracksuit: "My age 
group look dreadful in tracksuits!" 

It's not all healthy eating and cooking 
from scratch for Berry though - she ad¬ 
mits she is partial to a ready meal, every 
now and again. 

"Say I've been working at Bake Off for 
three days, on the way home, I will go 
into Marks & Spencer and do their £10 
thing. First of all, I go for the wine... and 
that for me is a huge treat!" 

• Mary Berry's Absolute Favourites 
starts on BBC Two this Friday, May 15 




MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


Prawn, okra and 
coriander broth 

O KRA is such an under-appreciated vegetable. Personally, I 
love it and always make a point of ordering it if I go for an 
Indian. It is very versatile: as crucial an ingredient in the 
Louisiana dish gumbo - where its gelatinous qualities help to thicken 
it - as it is in some curries. 

Serves 4 

The heads and shells from the raw prawns, below 
1 fish stock cube dissolved in 1.21trs of hot water 
1 small leek, halved, roughly chopped and washed 
litsp fennel seeds 
10 black peppercorns 
2 cloves of garlic, halved 
!4tsp tomato puree 
To serve 

12 raw, whole seawater prawns with the heads and shells off 
16-20 pieces of okra, washed and thinly sliced on the angle 
l-2tbsp chopped coriander 

Remove the heads and shells from the prawns. Slit the flesh down the back, 
about a third of a centimetre into the body, then give them a good wash in 
cold water; now put to one side or refrigerate. 

To make the broth, put all of the ingredients into a saucepan, bring to the 
boil, season and simmer very gently for 40 minutes, skimming occasionally 
if necessary. Strain through a fine-meshed sieve into a clean saucepan. 

To serve, put the prawns into the broth and simmer for a minute, then add 
the okra and simmer for a further minute; remove from the heat, stir in the 
coriander and serve. 



THREE OF THE BEST... Chopping boards 


• Joseph Joseph Rinse & Chop Plus, £15 
(Debenhams.com) 

Rinse and chop your food with this nifty 
device from Joseph Joseph, before folding 
it to tip your ingredients into the pan with ease. 
No more dropping veg all over the floor! 


• Matalan Wooden Chopping Board, £6 
(Matalan.co.uk) 

Put some heart into your cooking with this cute 
heart-shaped chopping board at a price you can 
love. Doubles up as a pretty cheeseboard. 


• Argos Set Of 4 Plastic Chopping Boards, 
£14.99 (Argos.co.uk) 

Stay safe in the kitchen and avoid cross-conta¬ 
mination with this set of sturdy, colour-coded 
chopping boards, which pack away neatly to 
save on storage space. 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC * THEATRE ★ REVIEWS 


Stepping up to be a Jersey Boy 


U 

By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic , 


O NE of the most successful West 
End shows of all time - Jersey Boys 
- is still packing them in at the Pic¬ 
cadilly Theatre. 

Now moving into its 
eighth year, the musi¬ 
cal based on the 60s 
American band, The 
Four Seasons has 
been seen by an esti¬ 
mated 20 million peo¬ 
ple and, with a 
nationwide tour also 
proving to be a box 
office hit, the show 
goes from strength to 
strength. 

I watched it for the 

first time just last week and was then lucky 
enough to catch up with one of the newest Jer¬ 
sey Boys, Gary Watson, for a chat about this 
musical phenomenon. 

Gary plays the Four season bassist Nick Massi 
and joined the cast in February. As the show is 
set in the east coast US city of New Jersey I was 
really surprised when Gary first spoke with his 
naturally rich soft North East accent. I asked 
how his first few months had been. 

“It’s been fantastic,” he said. “It’s such an 
iconic show in London’s theatrical landscape. 
I’ve been hoping to be a part of it for many 
years now, so to be a part of its huge success is 
brilliant. 

The story follows the lives and careers of 
Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons, from when 
the band was first conceived right through to 
their worldwide domination. Gary’s character, 
Nick, spends some of the first part of the show 
in prison. Gary tells me about the band, who 
were known to be no angels. 

Unique selling point 


“They all had their moments, the guys. The 
unique selling point about Jersey Boys is that 
it’s a true warts and all tale of boys who did 
good; ordinary guys from Jersey who have be¬ 
come these incredible stars. It’s not like today 
when they have a shelf life. They were some of 
the biggest performers on the planet at the time 
so they encountered all the trappings of fame. 
It’s been really interesting to find out about all 
the ups and downs and they really were fasci¬ 
nating, in particular my character. He had great 
struggles with the fame aspect because all he 
wanted to do was make music which they did 
fantastically well.” 

Sadly the real Nick Massi passed away prior 
to the musical being produced. 

“He was informed that there was going to be 
a workshop of the show about ten years ago but 
unfortunately he died soon after. At the height 
of their fame he only stayed with the band for 
three years and then he left because he couldn’t 
deal with all the different things that come with 
great fame. He went back to live a normal life 
as a tailor in Jersey with his family. 

“He basically taught Frankie Valli how to sing 
so he was an incredible guy and it’s a shame that 
he didn’t ever get to see the show come to 
fruition. We know his family are very happy 
with how he’s portrayed and it’s a shame that 


I’ll never get to meet him. I’m sure that he 
would have loved the show like all of the other 
‘Seasons’ do when they come to see it.” 

Playing a character based on a real person 
rather than a fictional one must be more difficult 
and I asked Gary how he had tackled this. 

“I had really definite ideas on how I wanted to 
play him. The other ‘Seasons’ had quite a lot of 
input into the show and gave lots of nuggets 
about things that really happened. Nick is the 
one character where there is that flexibility. Be¬ 
cause he left the band so early, there’s very lim¬ 
ited information about Nick online. Fortunately 
I did know a guy who played him about five 
years ago so I asked him for some tips. He was 
brilliant and told me lots of incites from early 
on with the original creatives. It’s so well writ¬ 
ten that when you combine the brilliant songs, 
the staging and the music it really handles itself. 
My character has some comic moments as well 
as some quite dramatic ones and because the 
script is so great it delivers itself really.” 

Ticket sales 

With West End shows under so much pressure 
to compete with their rivals for ticket sales I 
asked Gary what sets Jersey Boys apart from the 
rest. 

“People come for the songs but they stay for 
the story. It really is one of the finest pieces of 
musical theatre in London. The fact that it’s still 
going so strong into its eighth year is testament 
to that. The songs are fantastic, the staging, the 
direction, the choreography, the band and the 
cast of, course. Everything is absolutely top 
notch. We keep things to a very high standard 
so if you just want a fantastic night of musical 
theatre and a slice of pop history get on down 
to see the Jersey Boys.” 

I’ve recently started to dig around in the world 
of the musical Superfan. I’m starting to realise 
the extent to which some enthusiasts will go to 
maintain their stage addiction. Jersey Boys is no 
different and I ask Gary about their devotees. 

“We have these incredible hard core fans. 
Some have been to see it about 500 times. It’s 
sometimes underestimated but I think it’s in¬ 
credible. It’s these fans that really help to drive 
the show. They’re online, they’re sharing things 
and it helps word spread. 

“It creates a community that people can be a 
part of and I just love it. I love seeing those fa¬ 
miliar faces every week. If you’re in a show that 
doesn’t have that I think you should be worried. 

“I’ve been lucky to be part of some high pro¬ 
file shows and the ones that really last are the 
ones that have the die-hard fans. I think they go 
hand in hand. I’m really glad that Jersey Boys 
has got them because it just shows how good it 
is. 

People will come back two or three times a 
week or 500 times and it shows they’re not get¬ 
ting bored. Also, it’s really nice that as a new 
starter I got the stamp of approval from the fans 
and they welcomed me with open arms. They 
were really enthusiastic about my interpretation 
of the role. A big shout out to the fans because 
we wouldn’t be here without them.” 

• JERSEY Boys is playing at the Piccadilly 
Theatre and is on a nationwide tour. 



■ GARY Watson is currently playing Nick Massi in Jersey Boys at the Piccadilly Theatre 
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Searingly honest perfomance 


london 

Listings 



by Nicky Sweetland 

I MADE another stop on my tour of some of 
London's more absorbing fringe venues this 
week. The Old Red Lion Theatre in Islington 
is another intimate little place, situated above a vi¬ 
brant and yet traditional pub. The 600-year-old es¬ 
tablishment was originally owned by the Knights 
Hospitaller and once held strategic importance as 
the gateway to the City of London. 

The offering, The Verb To Love, is a new musical 
by Andy Collyer and is a one-man, single act show 
following a teacher through a relationship from its 
beginnings to a painful conclusion. 

The show had a slightly unusual opening, with 
company member Gareth Bretherton sleeping on 
the grassy staging area before climbing up to his 



MARTIN Neely in The Verb to Love 


S T Anne’s churchyard on Wardour 
Street, Soho, will play host to the in¬ 
augural West End Bake off on Satur¬ 
day, May 23rd. 

The event is in aid of the charity Acting For Oth¬ 
ers and features stalls run by some of the biggest 
West End shows. 

The casts of some of theatreland's most famous 
productions will be selling cakes, bakes, limited 
signed posters and memorabilia at this one-off 
event. 

The occasion will be opened by the Mayor's 
Street Party Champion, Barbara Windsor MBE, 
who is a well-known supporter of the charity 
which offers financial assistance and support to 
those from the entertainment profession who have 
fallen on hard times. 

The event is the brainchild of musical director 
Ben Stock and promising actress and baker Sophie 
Sims and they hope it will become an annual event 
on the Soho calendar. 

"We hope to create a really nice atmosphere to 
welcome everyone in to buy cakes and bakes from 
their favourite shows as well as meeting members 
of the cast,” said Sophie. 

“ The idea is that each show who has signed up 
will hold a stall and bring a selection of cakes and 
bakes. We have 
a guest judge, 
Barbara Wind¬ 
sor who will 
pronounce a 
winner who will 
be crowned star 
baker and win 
our first West 
End Bake Off 
trophy. 

"We have new 
shows signing 
up each week 
since we 

started. So far 


The Verb To Love 
Old Red Lion Theatre 


posy garnished piano. Bretherton provided the ac¬ 
companiment to the piece and occasionally 
showed his own singing prowess in some lovely 
duets with leading man Martin Neely. 

Neely plays Simon, the teacher who falls head 
over heels in love with student Ben, occasionally 
played by Bretherton, in what is essentially a group 
of sung monologues about the couple's shared ex¬ 
periences. The score has some lovely themes and 
lyrically it's clever but I felt there needed to be 
more of a change of style over the course of the 
hour to give a bit more light and shade, which 
would have stopped the music becoming too 
samey. 

Neely gave a guileless performance as the forlorn 
Simon. Truthful and thought provoking, it looked 
at how we all form relationships and the way we 
feel when they go wrong. From the practicalities, 
to the loneliness it competently illustrated one's 
feelings of helplessness when the person you love 
decides they need to move on. Neely's perform¬ 
ance was exceptional in this role, maintaining ex¬ 
cellent engagement with the audience throughout 
and providing a sensitive and yet dynamic por¬ 
trayal. 

In an old venue like this you do expect a slightly 
flea-bitten interior, and that's what you get here. 
There was an acrid stench of adhesive in the airless 
auditorium and had the seats not been so uncom¬ 
fortable, the extreme heat of the room would prob¬ 
ably have sent me to sleep. 

This aside, there is an old world charm to the 
place and this new musical is worth a watch. 



BARBARA Windsor 

we have confirmed Les Miserables, War Horse, 
Memphis, The Railway Children, Billy Elliot, 
Wicked, The Mousetrap, Mamma Mia and Charlie 
and The Chocolate Factory. We're also extremely 
lucky to have a very generous donation from the 
Mackintosh Foundation and huge support from 
Official London Theatre. 

"Of course, at the heart of it all and the sole rea¬ 
son for us doing this, is the fabulous charity, Act¬ 
ing For Others. Many performers don't know there 
is support out there for them when they are suffer¬ 
ing from injuries, illnesses or caring for a child 
with special needs which may deem them unable 
to work or financially support themselves. This is 
where our event steps in. We want to put the char¬ 
ity in the spotlight and really give it a chance to 
be beneficial to those in need.” 

This promises to be a great event, with stars and 
cakes both musical theatre and baking fans which 
should raise money for a good cause. 

Details can be found at Twitter: @westendbake- 
off or www.facebook.com/westendbakeoff 


The Royal College of Music 
presents Fulham Palace at Night 

May 15th 2015 

For Museums at Night 2015 Fulham Palace 
are working with The Royal College of Music 
to put on a special site-specific evening of 
cultural entertainment.The talented musi¬ 
cians will take visitors back in time with vi¬ 
gnette performances in the Palace's unique 
and beautiful settings. 

The programme will feature a range of musi¬ 
cal genres and some historical instruments. 
The performances will highlight some of 
Palace's most intriguing stories with atmos¬ 
pheric pieces from the Tudor, Georgian, and 
Victorian eras. 

Art Book Fair 

May 22nd to May 24th 2015 
Book fair with the opportunity to buy impor¬ 
tant out-of-print and new publications on art, 
photography, fashion, counterculture and 
design, at the Institute of Contemporary Arts, 
Nash House,The Mall, London. 

Beating Retreat: Waterloo 
Remembered at Horse Guards 
Parade 

June 10th and 11th 2015 
Dating back to the 1690s, this ceremonial 
musical event is a pageant of precision drill, 
horses, cannons and fireworks set to music. 
The event brings togetherThe Massed Bands, 
Drums, Pipes and Corps of Drums of the 
Household Division with The King's Troop 
Royal Horse Artillery and visiting military 
bands from around the world. For 2015, the 
Bands of the Troupes de Marine and the Le¬ 
gion Etrangere (French Foreign Legion) par¬ 
ticipate in the First World War and D-Day 

Art Antiques London 

June 12th-18th 2015 
Albert Hall Memorial West Lawn, Kensington 
Gardens, SW7 (opposite the Royal Albert Hall) 
Website: www.haughton.com 
Set in the beautiful parkland of Kensington 
Gardens, the Fair's Pavilion is positioned next 
to the Albert Memorial and opposite the 
Royal College of Art and The Royal Albert 
Hall; it is the first fair to take place on the his¬ 
toric site of the Great Exhibition of 1851. 

Olympia International 
Art & Antiques Fair 

18th - 28th June 2015 
Olympia National, Olympia London, Ham¬ 
mersmith Road, W14. Website: www.olympia- 
art-antiques.com 

Over 160 of the world's leading antiques spe¬ 


cialist dealers will be present at the Olympia 
International Art & Antiques Fair, which is 
now in its 43rd year. With pieces ranging 
from £100 to £1 million, the Fair offers the 
most diverse variety of high quality, vetted 
art, antiques and collectors' pieces than any 
other event in London 

Lunchtime Lectures 

June 25th 2015 

National Army Museum Lunchtime Lectures: 
The Glorious Revolution. Free luntime talk by 
DrTed Vallance. Also on July 23rd -The 
Women of Waterloo by Catriona Kennedy. 

Andre Rieu's 2015 Maastricht 
Concert at Vue Fulham 
Broadway 

July 17th-23rd 

The king of waltz performs in his home town 
joined by his famous Johann Strauss Orches¬ 
tra. 

Buckingham Palace 
summer opening 

August 1st to September 27th 2015 
Visit Buckingham Palace, the official London 
residence of the Queen, this summer. Buck¬ 
ingham Palace is one of the world's few re¬ 
maining working royal palaces - don't miss 
the chance to see it. 

Explore the lavishly furnished State Rooms, 
containing some of the greatest treasures 
from the Royal Collection. Highlights include: 
Paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens, Vermeer, 
Poussin, Canaletto and Claude 
Sculpture by Canova and Chantrey 
Exquisite examples of Sevres porcelain 
Some of the finest English and French furni¬ 
ture in the world 

Rooftop Cinema 

Until September 30th 2015 
Fancy catching a film without having to sit in 
a stuffy cinema? Until the end of September, 
Rooftop Film Club is offering a season of clas¬ 
sic, cult and recent releases on top of two of 
London's finest rooftops: the Queen of Hox- 
ton bar, club and art collective in Shoreditch 
and former Victorian factory the Bussey 
Building in Peckham. 

On Peckham Common, cineastes can sample 
delicious food, sup cold drinks and watch 
fabulous movies as the stars come out to 
shine - all augmented by a huge screen, high- 
quality wireless headphones and comfy 
seats. Last summer saw more than 200 sold- 
out screenings, so book soon! 
commemorations. 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


First West End bake-off 



ACTRESS and baker Sophie 
Sims 
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A love letter to London 


C ITY Stories at St 
James’ Studio is a 
must see for all Lon- 
deners. 

From the award-winning writer 
James Philips, City Stories is a 
show intrinsically linked to the 
capital, comprising of six inter¬ 
woven stories. It’s a new type of 
cabaret drama taking a residency 
at this venue. Each story is set in 
contemporary London, but given 
a magical dream like feel on a 
simple set with live music written 
and performed by acclaimed 
singer sonwriter Rosabella Gre¬ 
gory. 


by Nicky Sweetland 

Writer James Philips said: 
"The audience are taken on a 
journey around London, visit¬ 
ing St Pancras, Highgate, 
Trafalgar Square, the National 
Gallery, Chelsea and one story 
is set in St Pauls. They’re all 
love stories really, but City 
Stories itself is a love letter to 
London." 

Philips has also written Mc¬ 
Queen, a highly anticipated 
play based on world famous 
couture designer Alexaneder 
McQueen which opened this 


week at The St James’ Theatre. 

Philips explained: "From June 
2nd-7th City Stories will be 
playing in St James Studio whilst 
McQueen is playing in St James 
Theatre Main House. So, St 
James have very kindly given me 
their entire building!" 

The City Stories company cur¬ 
rently includes, big name stars 
such as Spandau Ballet's Gary 
Kemp and star of the Andrew 
Lloyd Webber Musical Steven 
Ward, Alexander Hanson. Han¬ 
son has had a glittering career 
both in the West End and on TV. 
I first saw him perform alongside 
the BBC's How Do You Solve a 
Problem like Maria ? winner 
Connie Fisher and opera star Les¬ 
ley Garret in the West End re¬ 
vival of The Sound Of Music. 

Speaking of how he got in¬ 
volved with this new project 
Hanson said: "I went to see one 
of these shows at the St James’ 
Studio, and I was utterly beguiled 
by it. It's got a magical realism. 
The St James’ Studio has got this 
lovely vibe. It's sort of cabaretish. 
You can kick back with the beau¬ 
tiful Rosabella Gregory behind 
the grand piano who's the most 
sensational song writer. She just 
captures something with her 
songwriting. It takes me back to 
when I first came to London. The 
Thames, the King’s Road, lots of 
girls and music, just London. 

“It starts at St Pancras which, 
because I'm a Nottingham boy, is 




where we would hit when we came 
down to London so it's iconic for me. 
You've got these beautiful different 
monologues about London with differ¬ 
ent music underneath and songs sung by 
beautiful Rosie and it's just magical and 
great way to spend an evening. 

Philips added. 

"The stories have just been published 
by Methuen, and we have made an 
album of Rosabella Gregory’s music 
from the show. We gained a Residency 
at St James Studio, and so will be play¬ 
ing these special June shows to mark 
McQueen being performed in the Main 
House." 

City Stories opens on the 2nd June. 
All of the details about the show can 
be found at www.citystories.co.uk 




FANTASTIC OFFER FOR SPRING 

CENTRAL LONDON GOLF CENTRE 

PARTIES, WEDDINGS & 
RECEPTIONS 


Central London Golf Centre, with delightful views 
across the golf course is the ideal venue to hire 
for parties, weddings and receptions. Our function 
suite hosts up to 300 guests. 

We also cater for funeral receptions. 

CLGC, Burntwood Lane, Wandsworth, London SWI7 OAT 
020 8871 2468 • www.clgc.co.uk • info@clgc.co.uk 




Queen of 
the stage 
can also 
sing 
cabaret 


W ITH the London Festival of Cabaret in 
full swing, I embarked on a trip to see 
a bit more of this very urban genre, 
having seen the fabulous Frances Ruffelle only 
a few weeks earlier at the Crazy Coq. 

This time I decided I'd see if queen of the 
West End Kerry Ellis was as good at cabaret as 
she is at playing some of the biggest and most 
sought after roles in the theatreland. 

Ellis has just finished a sold out run in Cats at 
the London Palladium and, with a new single 
recently released her with friend and mentor 
Queen legend Brian May, is again earning her 
crown and riding high in the West End. 

The evening's cabaret offering was at the 
Delfont Rooms, an intimate venue deep in the 
bowels of the beautifully refurbished Prince of 
Wales Theatre in Leicester Square. 

With a large fan base gathered over the years 
from performing in cult shows like We Will 
Rock You and Les Miserables, the relatively 
small lounge soon filled and was awash with 
a buzz of anticipation. 

Taking to the stage Ellis performed some the 
biggest hits of her career together with well 
known standards from the musical theatre 


and pop music world. The acoustic melodies 
which had been wonderfully arranged by mu¬ 
sical director and Craig Adams had a welcome 
freshness and simplicity to their sound. 

Ellis holds a wonderful rapport with her au¬ 
dience, as if they were just out for a drink with 
a friend who happens to be able to sing. Con¬ 
fident, and yet with a slight vulnerability, she 
sings with a grace and beauty akin to the stars 
of yesteryear, but also always maintaining a 
personal connection with her followers. 

The musical highlights were a medley of 
numbers from Lloyd Webber's "Tell Me on a 
Sunday", the gorgeous "Feed the Birds" from 
Disney's Mary Poppins, and the rousing Queen 
anthem "Somebody to Love". 

There was also a bit of fun audience partici¬ 
pation including a creditable performance 
from one of the musical director's students, 
who stepped up to the stage with Ellis to per¬ 
form a romantic duet from Wicked. 

This was a wonderful hour of entertainment, 
perfect for fans but also a showcase for any¬ 
one who wanted to hear one of the country's 
leading singing talents. 















































22 London Weekly News 


editorial @londonweeklynews .co .uk 


Thursday, May 14th 2015 


fcfa I HIDEAWAY 


Km Mii'iirly** 

MlKoliBva 



IT 

RAY GELATO 


Ray Gelato is considered by many to be one of the last in a long 
line of the classic jazz entertainers. 


Expect to hear a mixture of swing, jazz and R&B that is guaranteed to 
have you jumpin' and jivin', leaving you feeling uplifted and inspired. 



FRI 15TH & 
SAT 16TH MAY 
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EXCLUSIVES! * 


Combining a retro and exhilarating modern sound, Los Charly's 
Orchestra are characterized by a unique edge that blends the 
Boogie-Disco sound of the '70s with a seriously Latin perspective. 


( y 


Carroll burst on the scene 
in 1980 with a million-selling self- 
penned debut album "HOPELESSLY 
IN LOVE" - which stayed in the UK 
reggae charts for an amazing 
and record-breaking two 
and a half years. 

Her music has remained 
a top choice for a young 
audience with romance 
on its mind - in the 
bedroom and on 
K the dancefloor. 



wf 


SAT23RD 


G257 


Join this all-star soul collective born out of SW16 as they serve up their good 
time tunes with a heady mix of choice jazz-funk, rare groove and disco cuts. 

Featuring stunning soulful vocals from Nina Ferro and Kevin Leo, 
with an all star band led by Janette Mason, this is one funky night 
you won't want to miss! 

FRI 26TH & SAT 27TH JUNE 


THIS IS ONLY A SELECTION OF FORTHCOMING GIGS, TO SEE OUR FULL PROGRAMME PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE. 

TO BOOK TICKETS PLEASE VISIT: www.hideawaylive.co.uk 

Hideaway, 2 Empire Mews, Streatham, London, SW16 2BF • Tel: 0208 835 7070 
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Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Articles for Sale 


IKEA Ektorp series 3 seater sofa bed blue 
cover £150 

IKEA Liatorp series bookcase tall with glass 
doors £100 

Mahogany dinner table (folding sides) £200 
Mahogany King size bed and mattress with 
wooden bedstead £100 
IKEA Henriksdal series 4 dinner table chairs 
suede light beige cover £80 
John Lewis Loft desk £100 
All above as new. 

TV Sony Bravia KDL-46x2000 £200 

Call George: 

02076309464 / 07956838572 


Bargain Buys 


MAGIMIX LE DUO PLUS XL 

juice extractor; citrus press; 
smoothie mix. Used but less 
than one year old and in perfect 
condition. Original packaging. 
Currently £140 on Amazon. 
£50. Email for pix 
billedmead@aol.com or call 
with questions 07712 893 305 
PHILIPS VIVA HR1864 JUICER 
£35 less than 1 year old, plus 3 
years paid for guarantee. Can 
be replaced at Argos until April 
2017. Send email for pic pim- 
licogerry@gmail.com. Tel: 020 
7834 3572 

PHILLIPS STEAM IRON 

unwanted gift, brand new in 
box, never used, Easyspeed 
plus 2100W, steam boost up to 
lOOg. continuous steam p to 
35g/min GC2042 £22. Tel: 
07786 329731 

BRAND NEW ANKLE BOOTS 

from M&S cost £45. will accept 
£35. Leather, medium heel, size 
5 1/2, pointed front, colour 
black, ladies. 07786 329 731 / 
020 7724 1548 

GLASS FISHTANKS FROM 
PETS AT HOME with instruc¬ 
tions and filter, no fish. £10 
each. Karaoke Machine, silver 
with screen for lyrics £10. 020 
7263 4591 


LADIES TROUSERS SUIT one 

navy, one brown, size 10, almost 
new. £10 each. 020 8 811 1751 


LADIES SIZE 7 ADIDAS navy 
suede baseball style boot, gold 
lurex laces, worn once, too 
tight, cost £50. Sell £25 as new. 
07459 073 986 

PINE TILE TOP TABLE and 

four chairs, very little used. Two 
chairs never used, excellent 
condition. New, cost over £165, 
offers. 07786 329 731 

BLACK & DECKER WALLPA¬ 
PER STRIPPER BD1200, used 
very little instruction, manual, 
included £12 ono. Tel: 07404 
252 523 

DIVAN BED AND BLUE 
FLOWERED MATTRESS 

(newish), overall 6ft x 2 1/2ft x 1 
1 /2ft (H). £30 ono. 07504 615 
893 

SHERLOCK HOLMES WELLY 
BEAR & BURBERRY BEAR 

Welley Bear £12 the 2 and a few 
china pies dolls cot and a doll. 
07512 411 253 

FRIDGE FREEZER only 1 year 
old. Excellent condition £50 
ono. Hoover, great condition 
£20 ono. 020 8741 0919 

SMALL TRAILER 102 ERDE 
spare wheel, all lights working 
£50. 020 8995 2609 

LADIES CASHMERE & WOOL 
COAT nearly new, size 14. £20 
only. 020 7723 9244 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 



condition, recently services £40 
ono. Sidcup area. 020 8850 
7635 



BEAUTIFUL SANDERSON 
FLORAL CURTAINS 1 pair cur¬ 
tains fits 10' windows x 84" 
drop plus 1 curtain fits 4' win¬ 
dow x 84" drop interlined pinch 
pleat including brass poles £80 
the lot. Tel: 020 8642 5336 



501 DAYS OUT FOR KIDS IN 
THE UK & IRELAND Hardcover 
Book with hundreds of ideas as 
to what to do with the kids. 
BNIB, Brand new, mint condi¬ 
tion, boxed. Could post. £8. Tel. 
020 8670 7909 

GUIDE TO BETTER DUPLI¬ 
CATE BRIDGE Ron Klinger, 
Really Easy Defence, both are 
bridge books, new unwanted 
present. £8 and £6. Tel: 020 
8857 8060 


MODEL RAILWAY CON¬ 
STRUCTION and model railway 
magazines ranging from 1961- 
1970, 37 copies £12. DENBY 
STONEWARE 8 1/2", 

BURLINGTON BLACK SKITTLE 
SHAPED JAR £24 ono, Clown 
Pelham Puppet (in box) £20. Tel: 
020 8850 1441 

VALVE RADIO 1940 Phillips, 
small brown Bakerlite model. 
Good condition and working 
order. £35. 01932 355 179 



ADJUSTABLE WALKING SUP¬ 
PORT TETRAPOD STICK 

maximum user weight 20st. 
Can deliver locally price £15, 
new £28. 020 8698 0357 

WANTED - FAST MOBILITY 
SCOOTER good condition, 
long mileage ration. Must deliv¬ 
er. Tel: 020 7064 0949 




Chalet holiday home for sale 

seaside location Camber Sands 
needs some refurbishment 
works completing price reflects 
this! Real bargain on a 4* sea¬ 
side holiday park. Call Charlotte 
for more info 07446 111 787 

Cheap static caravan sited on 
Camber Sands 4* seaside park 
open 12 months. 3 bedroom 
spacious holiday home in excel¬ 
lent condition site fees for 2015 
are FREE call Charlotte 07446 
111 787 


VACUUM CLEANER Electrolux 
Contour 1000 watts, working in 
good conditions, any offer, vac¬ 
uum cleaner, neumatic interna¬ 
tional 230-240v, 1100 w maxim, 
850 w, minimum working in 
good condition, any offer. Tel: 
020 7733 1836 & 07877 818 
162 

DYSON UPRIGHT VACUUM 
CLEANERS cylinder cleaner, 
bagless, serviced, £35 each, 
now like new. Demonstrated 
working. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 
Could arrange delivery. 

VAX POWER & PET VACUMM 
CLEANEr 2300 watts, antibac¬ 
terial, turbo tool 5lt capacity. 
Tel. 20 8412 0192 



WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £16, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17. Bush VCR903 inc 
remote £17 220 240V-50HZ 
VCR 903. Tel: 020 8670 4682 

PHILIPS VIVA HR1864 JUICER 

£35 less than 1 year old, plus 3 
years paid for guarantee. Can 
be replaced at Argos until April 
2017. Send email for pic pim- 
licogerry@gmail.com. Tel: 020 
7834 3572 



LADIES black satin jacket for 
evening wear & special occa¬ 
sions, 3/4 length sleeves, round 
neckline and zip up front, brand 
new, size 10, folds on front of 
jacket. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

BENETTON TWO PIECE SET 

cardigan style top with corded 
short skirt, olive green with flow¬ 
ers pattern, s/m, brand new £20 
(set). Brand new. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES TOP gold, silk, v neck¬ 
line with elaborate beading, 
round neckline sleeveless, 
brand new, Principles, size 16, 
£15. Tel. 020 8682 0771 

LADIES blue velvet jacket, with 
buttons on front, lovely colour, 
detail on sleevs, a beautiful 
jacket size 16 £20. Tel: 020 
8682 0771 

WHISTLES light green cardi¬ 
gan, very pretty, 2 pockets, 
small size, amazing bargain £5. 
Tel: 020 8670 6394 

CAMEL DUFFLE JACKET new 

Damart, size 12, another amaz¬ 
ing bargain. £15. Tel: 020 8670 
6394 

LADIES multi-coloured top, 
beige/pink, long length, short 
sleeves, size 24, attractive style, 
new £10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES long length, black satin 
skirt, size 14, brand New Look 
£6.00. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



SUN LOUNGER FOLDING 
WITH DRINKS TRAY expen¬ 
sive, heavy duty white plastic, 
two wheels accept £25 with free 
new folding chair with arm 
rests. Could arrange delivery. 
Tel: 020 8692 8449 



THREE PIECE SUITE leather, 
colour maroon, two armchairs, 
one two seater settee, very 
good condition £99. Tel: 020 
8859 0975 

LAST CHANCE 3 SEATER 
SOFA sand colour, as new only 
£50. Small table & 2 chairs, 
metal £20. Tel: 020 7733 0623 
Brixton 

SMALL TABLE AND TWO 
CHAIRS metal frame wood 
seat, as new £20. Tel: 020 7733 
0623 Brixton 



FLYMO HOVER MOWER 360 
ELECTRIC with built in grass 
box in manufacturers, box 
demonstrated working 2015 
model, unwanted gift. Accept 
£75. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Could 
arrange delivery. 



St. Peter's Eaton 
Square May Fair 

Saturday 16 May 
12-4pm 

Adult and Children's 
clothes, many stalls, cafe, 
entertainments, bouncy 
castle, children's games, 
clown Fire Brigade, 
Metropolitan Police. 

In aid of Veterans' aid 
and St. Peter's ramp 
appeal. Come and enjoy 
a great afternoon! 



IF YOU PLAY 
YOUR PIANO 

I WILL BE 
HAPPY TO PAY 
YOU AS A 
SONGWRITER 
TO REHEARSE 
WITH ME 
PLEASE CALL MIKE 
at 

020 7373 1107 



VANMERLIN 


Spiritual 

Councillor 

Tarot readings 
& healings 

Accurate advice 
and guidance 

07426 001 375 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8168 4820 

or 

020 8168 4922 



GCSE's & 
A-Level Tuition 

(in West Ealing) 

Maths and Sciences 




Excellence 

CADEMY 


02088100387/07793146153 



English Lessons 

fully qualified + experienced 
teacher in your home 
Cambridge exams / IELTS 
conversation / writing 
improve your English! 

£45 per hour 
david@eltlondon.com 

07843 770386 


What's On 



London N 


ews 








i 


j 




To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 

















































































24 London Weekly News 


editorial @londonweeklynews .co .uk 


Thursday, May 14th 2015 


Building 


Specialists in 

BJT* South East • Roofing • Building • Home 

General Property Maintenance Ltd . . _ 

Free no obligation quote. Improvements • Fencing • 

Southeastmaintenance@outlook.com Plastering • Rubbish/House 

07824118659 Clearances etc. 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

cui 

020 0700 4920 
020 0760 4922 


TREACY BUILDING 
SERVICES 


• Plumbing • Carpentry • Plastering 
• Wiring • Bricklaying • Painting 

• Decorating • Supply / Fitting new 

Kitchens / Bathrooms 
All roofing repairs & new roofs 
All work guaranteed! 

Over 25 years exp. No job too small! 
Cheapest prices in all of London 


Tel Des 07424 606 624 


Building Repairs/Alterations 


LIVE IN LOFT:.. 

Loft Conversion Specialists 

Are you considering a loft conversion to give 
your family extra space for a Bedroom, 
bathroom or study? 

As your family begin to outgrow your home a 
loft conversion may be the answer to give you 
that extra space, eliminate the cost & upheaval 
of moving & at the same time increasing the 
value of your home by about 20% 

Why not contact us to arrange a free estimate 
31A Green Lane, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6AG 
Free phone 0800 612 9414 
Office: 020 8295 4508 
www.liveinlofts.co.uk 
Email: liveinlofts@btconnect.com 
subsidiary of S.E. One Builders Ltd. 
Company Reg. 08215424 


Cl?lqese Builder 

Roofing, Brickwork, 
Plastering, Electrics, 
Carpentry, Kitchens, 
Interior Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop Fitting, 
Decorating and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 

No Job Too Big Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 



CARPET 

CLEANING 


Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


Cleaning 


^ OfcANKTOAM 

First Choice for cleaning 

• Domestic cleaning • Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning • Office and commercial cleaning 
• After building cleaning • Residential and common area 

• Gardening • Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Professional, reliable, vetted and insured cleaners. Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

020 8452 2900 www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


Cleaning 


SHARMAC POWER 
CLEANING 

Mould Removal Specialist 
Moss Removal on Roofs or 


Driveways 

Painting and Decorating Services 





ECA § 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


DBZ Electronics 

TV, VIDEO & HI FI 

REPAIRS & SERVICES 
FREE QUOTE 

Call SAM 

020 3674 0508 
07909 660 114 

TV, LCD, PLASMA, DVD 
HIFI, HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEMS & COMPUTERS 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 



We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4920 
020 8768 4922 


Glass & Glazing 


ICAU. 


For a free no obligation quote 
Please call our free phone 


number: 0800 3899250 

24/7 emergency glazing & boarding non 
emergency work undertaken. 1st call glazing Ltd 
offer a wide range of services: 

+ Shop Fronts ** Lead Light Specialists 
Double Glazed Units Mirrors 
4* Safety Glass & Toughened Glass 


Handy Man 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, electrical, painting, 
decorating, fitting, fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 


House Clearance 


MM HOUSE 
tm CLEARANCE 

liiiiitMiiiill Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 

Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 

FIGHT 

FOR EVERY ‘Charges from mobiles may vary. 

HEARTBEAT © British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 

bhf.org.uk and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 



Personal service 

in interior design, 
commercial and 
residential project 
management, planning 
submissions. Trustworthy, 
reliable and efficient. 
Please contact Charlotte on 
0789 4664112 or 

email 

charlie@cjdesign.uk.com 


\ Decorating 
and 

Interior Alterations 

Plastering, Carpentry, 
Painting and Paperhanging, 
Building Repairs 

Call Bernard , 

07874 337 964 



Plumbing & Heating 


PLUMBING AND 

^1/ I 


IDHHP 

HEATING SERVICES 

Putting your home in 
sa fe hands 


FREEPHONE 
0800 779 7716 
MOBILE 

07953 137 416 

www.skjlimited.com 

info@skjlimited.com 

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 


SKJ Engineering provide a comprehensive Gas and Heating, 
Plumbing, Drainage and Electrical service 24 hours a day! 

Fully qualified and experienced engineers. 

Competitive prices while maintaining a high standard of 
workmanship. All work is guaranteed. 



BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 
www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 




Clickbookfix 

Plumbing and 
Electrical Company 

Lowest hourly rates 
in London £39 
Gas Safe Plumbers 
Large & Small works 
All work guaranteed 
clickbookfix.com 
020 35141475 

Why pay more? 


PLUMBING 
HEATING & 
BLOCKAGES 

Small jobs - boiler 
changes 

Full heating systems etc 
Gas safe: 216739 
Call Danny 

07958 409 998 


TUBBS 

PLUMBING 

Reliable Husband 
& Wife Team 
Cheap Rates!! 

No Job too small 
No call out charge! 
020 8695 9165 
07768 512 240 


'STEVENS & SONS' 

Plumbing & Heating 
Gas Engineers 

Family run business, Est 1961 
All plumbing & heating work 
undertaken 
Free Estimates 
Emergency Services , 
Available 24/7 

l 07982 909 405 J 


Roofing & Guttering 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


SOUTHERN ROOFING 

07811 449 737 I 020 8764 4747 

Flat Roof Specialists 

New Roofs, Roof Repairs, UPVc, Guttering & Fascias 
All Types of Lead Work and Chimneys ■ Free Estimates 

davidbraker@hotmail.co.uk 


Sk^lto/British Removal 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


ALLAWAY ] 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE \ 
ALL AREAS , 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 | 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


SOLS 

REMOVALS 

Reliable Friendly Service 
House and Office Moved 
House Clearance 
Furnitures Bought 

Tel: 07521 463 390 


Storage & Removals 



MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
megacheap@hotmail.com 

www.megacheap.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 



1st Call Washing 
Machine Repairs 

Same day repair 

All work guaranteed 
Fast, Friendly Service 
All London 
area’s covered 

Call us now 
020 8776 5349 
07962 370 250 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 




AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Experienced PVC & 
Aluminium Window Installers 

Astraseal are recruiting window and door installers to 
service commercial and domestic contracts. Due to the 
large volume of orders, there are opportunities to earn 
up to £1300.00 a week. 

For more information call one of the following 
numbers:- 

07770 758500, 07798 920501 
or 07817 492 436 

or write to Richard Essam at:- 
Graham Holmes Astraseal Limited 
Astraseal House, Paterson Road, 

Finedon Road Industrial Estate, 
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire NN8 4EX 
Email:- info@astraseal.com 

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4020 
or 

020 8768 4922 


As we consistently grow and continue to 
receive more and more student referrals, 

The Complete Works 

are on the lookout for 

Talented and 
Professional Tutors 

for one-to-one tuition with young people. 

Our students come from a wide range of ages, 
abilities and backgrounds, but our approach is 
consistent - we try to engage young people who 
have rejected/been rejected by the mainstream 
education system via creative means. 
Please note this job is listed as full-time but 
part-time hours are also available - hours are 
flexible as this is freelance-based work. 
Tutors start at a rate of £12 per hour for a 
probationary period of 4-6 weeks. This then 
moves up to £18 per hour, which is our 
standard hourly rate. Pay is then reviewed 
on an annual basis. 

For further information about the role and an 
application form please look on our website 

http ://www.tcw.org.uk/tcw-news 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 


Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the Institute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the provisions 
of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be 
deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling goods in the 
course of business either by content, format, size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / 
dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will 
NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or 
not the advertisement has already been accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents should there¬ 
fore check their advertisements and inform us of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and include a 0.1 % Advertising Standards Board of 
Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers shall have 
the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole 
debt in respect of accounts with terms of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank of England 
base rate for each month that the account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be reclaimed. Should 
Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable 
for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for the 
advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure the conti¬ 
nuity of these services, but some occasional technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associated 
companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the con¬ 
trol of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. Further infor¬ 
mation is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce 
such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, 
goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the adver¬ 
tisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the fact that a 
search has been made. We may need to share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will only use 
the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group Newspaper 
companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to you. 
The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for 
training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such advertisements. 



Media Sales Executive 

South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

# Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 

karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 


Bluebird Care Lewisham & Southwark are recruiting 

Care Workers 

to provide support to people in their own homes 

We are looking for dedicated individuals with a 
positive attitude. You must live locally. Full 
training and support provided. An enhanced 
CRB is required. Top rates of pay + mileage 
+ holiday pay + pension/healthcare benefits 


Call Beverley on: 

020 76351931 




The Keys Group is currently recruiting 
t $ in Hounslow for the following role: 

keys Residential Child Care 

Workers 

(Full time & Part time hours available) 

No experience necessary, however you must be 
committed to working with Children & Young People in a 
Residential setting. 

In return we offer a competitive salary with an excellent 
benefits package and ongoing Training & Development. 
To apply or for more information contact Janelle: 
janellerussell@bettercare.co.uk 
[Closing date 29th May @ 4pm] 

*Due to OFSTED Regulations all applicants must be a minimum of 
21 years old* 

www.keyschildcare.co.uk 


DASL Direct Payments Support Service 

Personal Care 
Assistant 

VACANCIES 


Personal Assistants needed throughout 
Lambeth to support disabled adults and 
children and older people. 

Various positions available to provide support 
with personal care, cleaning, shopping and 
accessing the community. 

Various hours available. 

To view all vacancies and apply go to 
www.disabilitylambeth.org.uk/dasl/payments 


Social Work 


CARE WORKERS URGENTLY NEEDED 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR EXPERIENCED CARE WORKERS TO 
WORK IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS, LAMBETH, WANDSWORTH 
AND MERTON TO PROVIDE CARE IN PEOPLE HOMES. 
GOOD RATE OF PAY 
PLEASE EMAIL YOUR CV to 
info@enterprisecaresupport.org.uk 
Or Should you have further question please on 
0208 640 8081 between 9.30am to 5.00pm 
START IMMEDIATELY 
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BMW on Motability 


Stephen James 
Blackheath 



The Ultimate 
Driving Machine 


OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 



Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbmw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 


Motability 

• * The leadina car scheme for disabled DeoDte 


Motability ' 

MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 

MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 


MINI 


£99 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 



CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 1/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 1/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will betaken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 




LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 



R’s face huge 
rebuilding j ob 


R ELEGATED with a whimper at 
Manchester City, where they were 
lucky to escape with only a 6-0 
Premier League drubbing on Sunday, QPR 
now face the most difficult summer in their 
chequered history. 


Previous demotions 
from the top flight have 
never been as costly as 
this one promises to be 
for the west London 
club bracing itself for a 
hefty fine from the 
Football League for 
breaching Financial Fair 
Play rules the last time 
they were in the 
Championship. Some 
fear the fine could 
exceed £50m. 

Even allowing for the 
upsurge in revenue from 
the latest £5bn-plus TV 
rights deal, the bean 
counters at Loftus Road 
will need to perform a 
tricky financial 
balancing act in the 
months and years ahead. 

The immediate 
reaction will be to sell 
their best players, 
starting with leading 
scorer Charlie Austin, to 
the highest bidders as 
chairman Tony 
Fernandes implements a 
new and far reaching 
restructuring of a club 
that has wasted millions 
on players who haven’t 
come up to the required 
standard in terms of 
ability or attitude. 

In a summer that 
promises massive 
upheaval, QPR will seek 
to offload their highest 
earners, including Rio 
Ferdinand, but moving 
them all off the wage 
bill won’t be plain 
sailing if, as often 


happens, the players 
concerned decide to sit 
tight and see out their 
ludicrously lavish 
contracts. 

Since Air Asia owner 
Fernandes and his 
colleagues took over the 
club in the summer of 
2011 he has seen it 
relegated twice while 
the wage bill has 
spiralled under 
successive managers 
Mark Hughes and Harry 
Redknapp whose 
expensive signings 
have, with few 
exceptions, not come up 
to scratch. 

Rebounded 

This short-term 
transfer policy has 
rebounded badly on 
QPR, who must find 
ways to attract hungrier, 
young players who want 
to play their part in 
rebuilding the club, 
while at the same time 
develop their own 
academy products 
capable of progressing 
to the first team. The 
scouting set-up may 
also need an overhaul. 

This is the scale of the 
task facing director of 
football Les Ferdinand 
and the manager - 
whoever he may be. 

Chris Ramsey, 
appointed after the 
transfer window closed 
in January and 
following Redknapp’s 
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GOING DOWN: Charlie Austin wil need to be sold 
Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


abrupt resignation when 
no more funds were 
forthcoming from the 
board, cannot be blamed 
for R’s demise this 
season. He inherited a 
side too heavily reliant 
on Austin’s goals, 
already mired in trouble 
near the bottom of the 
table and which had 
failed to win a single 
away game. 

In truth, the team that 
was promoted this time 
last year, courtesy of 
Bobby Zamora’s late 
play-off final winner - 
22 points behind 
champions Leicester 
City and 13 behind 
Burnley - was never 
going to be good 
enough to retain its top 
flight status. And 


Redknapp knew it. 

In February, Ramsey 
was promoted from his 
role as academy 
manager and asked to 
do his best as interim 
first team boss with the 
odds stacked heavily 
against him. If Rangers 
had somehow managed 
to beat the drop, he 
would almost certainly 
have been offered a new 
contract. 

Even after relegation 
was confirmed, 
Fernandes and 
Ferdinand may still have 
considered the 53-year- 
old Ramsey as the 
club’s best option to 
manage the rebuilding 
process in the 
Championship next 
season. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Friday, May 15 

CHELSEA U21 v West Ham United U21,7.05. 
Saturday, May 16 

Aston Villa U18 v CHELSEA U18,12.00. 

QPR v Newcastle United, 3.00. 

Monday, May 18 

West Bromwich Albion v CHELSEA, 8.00. 


But are they both still 
convinced of his ability 
to organise and motivate 
his players after Sunday’s 
pathetic shambles in 
Manchester, where R’s 
simply rolled over? In 
fairness to Ramsey, it 
can’t be an easy job to 
motivate players paid 
thousands of pounds a 
week more than him who 
rarely bear any 
responsibility for their 
failures. 

The huge gulf that 
exists between Man City 
and QPR, who have sunk 
to the bottom of the table 
with two games 
remaining, was all too 
evident amid the carnage 
that unfolded at The 
Etihad. 

Only the heroics of 
Richard Green prevented 
an avalanche. The keeper 
- along with 17-goal 
Austin - has done more 
than any QPR player to 
prolong R’s relegation 
hopes but he will almost 
certainly be on his way 
out of Loftus Road. 

After the game that 
condemned QPR, 

Ramsey said: “The 
players are in a really 
solemn mood. They 
know they haven’t done 
themselves justice. We 
feel sorry for the fans 
that have travelled all the 
way here. 

“The performance was 
our worst for a long time. 
We’ve had spells where 
we’ve been poor but not 
for the majority of the 
game. 

“We came here with a 
lot of hope but on the day 
we didn’t turn up. 

“The players have 
shown a lot of fight and 
determination to stay in 
the league but you don’t 
end up where you are by 
fluke.” 

Yet within just seconds 
of apologising to fans for 
the team’s 

embarrassingly woeful 
capitulation, Ramsey 
declared: “I want to stay 
and manage QPR.” 




Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Ex-Whites charity game 


T ickets are now 
on sale for a 
charity football 
fixture between a 
Fulham All-Star side 
and the Celebrity 
All-Stars, to be 
played at Craven 
Cottage on 
Saturday, May 23 
(1.00pm). 

Confirmed for the 
Fulham squad this year 


are a host of former 
favourites. Captained on 
the day by Sean Davis, 
the ex-Whites also 
include John Pantsil, 
Barry Hayles, Rufus 
Brevett, Mai k Taylor, 
Abdes Ouaddou, Paul 
Peschisolido and Andrejs 
Stokers. 

And joining them once 
more is avid Fulham fan 
Felix White from indie 
rock band The 
Maccabees. 


This year will see 
Fulham All-Stars face a 
new challenge by way of 
a team of celebrities 
managed by Game of 
Thrones actor Sean Bean, 
with the likes of former 
world middleweight 
boxing champion Darren 
Barker, Olympic gold 
medallist rower Mark 
Hunter, music artist 
Tinchy Stryder, former 
footballer Jason Euell, 
and Soccer AM's Franky 


Fryer and Tubes all 
included in their squad. 

Only the Riverside 
Stand will be open. 
Tickets bought in 
advance cost £12 for 
adults and £5 for under- 
16s, although the adult 
price increases to £15 on 
match day. You can 
purchase tickets online 
at www.fulhamfc.com, 
by phoning 0843 208 
123 or in person from 
the ticket office. 


■ FULHAM Under-18s 
finished their season in 
style by hammering 
Arsenal 5-1 at Motspur 
Park on Saturday. 

The young Whites went 
behind in the 36th minute 
and then missed two 
penalties. 

But they still won 
convincingly thanks to 
goals from Ravin, Pearce, 
Redford and De la Torre 
and an own-goal. 




SURREY CCC 
ROUND-UP 




HE'S BACK: Kevin Pietersen hit his first ton of 2015 


SURREY 
supporters didn’t 
have to wait long to 
witness Kevin 
Pietersen’s first 
century on his 
recent return to the 
county. 

As LWN Sport went to 
press on Monday, 
Pietersen - in his third 
comeback match for 
Surrey - had just moved 
to 101 not out - including 
two sixes and 12 fours - 
off 154 balls in 178 
minutes at The Kia Oval, 
where the home side 
looked set to go past 
Leicestershire’s first 
innings score of 292 all 
out. 

It is KP’s first 
Championship ton since 
June 2013 and his 50th 
first-class hundred. 

He celebrated the 
landmark with a leap in 
the air and a fist-pump. 


Surrey open their 
NatWest T20 Blast 
account against 
Glamorgan under The 
Oval lights on Friday 
night, followed the next 
afternoon (1.00pm) with 


visit to Chelmsford to 
face Essex in the same 
competition. 

They return to LV 
Championship action at 
Northampton next 
Monday. 


• MIDDLESEX CCC 
_- ROUND-UP 


SEAMER James 
Harris led Middlesex to 
a 187-run LV 
Championship victory 
over Durham with 
career-best figures of 
9-34 at Lord’s. 

He was denied the 
honour of becoming only 
the sixth player in 
Middlesex history to take 
all 10 wickets by Steven 
Finn, who claimed the 
eighth dismissal before 
Harris, 24, resumed to 


clean up the tail. 

Durham’s total of 71 
was the second lowest in 
their first-class history. 

After Middlesex 
mustered just 89 in their 
second innings, leaving 
Durham chasing 259 to 
win, they needed Harris 
to shine and the 
Welshman responded 
with a brilliant spell in 
which he took five 
wickets for just nine runs 
in the first half-hour. 


The Swansea-born 
bowler took just 12 
Championship wickets in 
seven matches last season. 

Harris said: “It has been 
a long time coming but I’m 
really happy. I’ve felt all 
season I have been 
bowling nicely and there 
was still something to 
click.” 

After their 

Championship match 
against Sussex at Hove this 
week, Middlesex begin 
their NatWest T20 Blast 
campaign against 
Gloucestershire at Bristol 
on Friday (5.30pm), before 
resuming league duty from 
Sunday against Hampshire 
at Southampton. 




put 62 points on Millfield Old 
Boys to successfully defend 
the Middlesex Club 7s Cup. 

Starring roles from captain Tony 
Bryant and Jamie Lo saw Hammers 
glide through the pool stages with 
ease, beating league rivals Staines 
along the way. 

Hammers faced London Scottish 
Academy in the semi-finals and took 
them apart before facing Millfield Old 
Boys in the final. 

H & F starved the opposition of 
possession thanks to pinpoint restarts 
from veteran Jack Sargent, who also 
managed to scamper over the line in the 
first half alongside prolific scorers Bryant, 
Loand Joel Rabbidge. 

The free-flowing scoring continued 
into the second half, with Hammers 
running out 62-5 victors for the second 
year in a row. 

The win qualifies the club for the 


Top: Tony Bryant, James Smart and coach 
Dave Mannion after H & F retained the 
Middlesex 7s. Above: Julien Draper 
receives the Merit Table Plate trophy on 
behalf of Hammers' second team 


inaugural Pan-London Regional 7s at 
Allianz Park in August. 

Meanwhile, Hammers'seconds picked 
up the Merit Table Plate trophy, with Will 
North claiming the crucial try against 
Ruislip lls in a 32-17 win. 

The club also bid farewell to former 
club captain Tom Morris. 
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Young ones 
can shine 


J OSE Mourinho is willing to invest 
his time and energy in giving youth 
a chance and the first fruits of that 
could come on Monday evening when the 
Premier League champions take on West 
Bromwich Albion at The Hawthorns. 

Having blooded 19-year-old Ruben Loftus-Cheek 
during the dour 1-1 draw against Liverpool on Sunday, 
Mourinho intends to see just what some of the other 
players who have won the UEFA Youth Champions 
League in April and retained the FA Youth Cup two 
weeks ago are about. 

Mourinho is adamant that Loftus-Cheek and others 
will get a chance to see if they can perform at the top 
level. 

“He did well,” Mourinho said of Loftus-Cheek’s 
solid midfield performance against Liverpool. 

“It was better for him to play 60 minutes than to stay 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

on until the end. 

“It was a fantastic experience for him - to feel the 
intensity and speed of the game and the way he has to 
think and compete.” 

Mourinho has high hopes for him and some of the 
other kids who have dominated youth football in 
England and Europe this season. 

No doubt 

“Loftus-Cheek is going to be a Chelsea player,” he 
said. “That is not a doubt. I also believe others can too. 
It’s down to good work at academy level. 

“In the last game, at home against Sunderland, I will 
play the players who have played the most minutes 
this season. They were the base of the team that won 
the title. 

“But against West Brom 
on Monday night, as they 
are safe from relegation 
and no other team is 
affected (by the result), I 
will play Loftus-Cheek, 
Nathan Ake and also Izzy 
Brown who came to us 
from WBA. That will be 
special for them, they 
deserve it. But I can’t give 
a special day to 
everyone.” 

Of course, the other 
pressure influencing his 
decision is a growing 
desire from Roman 
Abramovich to see youth 
given its chance. 

He has invested many 
millions of pounds during 
his tenure as owner of 
Chelsea and built a state- 
of-the art complex at the 
Cobham training ground 
to fund the next 

generation of super 

players. 

The need to justify that 
investment means that 
Blues’ young players have 
to be shown a clear 
pathway to the first team. 

As it stands Chelsea has 
a whole squad of 

youngsters out on loan, in 
England and abroad. 
These are players who are 
older than the likes of 
Loftus-Cheek and Brown 
but don’t seem to be in a 



Ruben Loftus-Cheek started his first Premier League game against Liverpool. 



ALL SMILES: Jose Mourinho looking relaxed now that the title has been secured Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



position to challenge for a first team squad place. 

Joe Edwards, Chelsea’s under-18s manager who 
steered his young charges to the FA Youth Cup victory 
over Manchester City, also believes he has future 
Chelsea first team players under his charge. 

When asked if he was confident that one or two of 
the recent medal winners would make it into Chelsea’s 
senior side, his response was sharp and concise: 
“Yeah, I am confident.” 

But one can’t get away from the fact that despite 
Chelsea’s brilliant record in the FA Youth Cup, John 
Terry was last one to really emerge through the youth 
ranks and become a senior regular. So how confident 
was Edwards that there is a commitment to get these 
players through to the first XI? 

“I am confident,” he reiterates. “This under-18 group 
is special. We have had consecutive FA Youth Cup 
wins and that comes on the back of our European 
success a couple of weeks ago. And the boys are still 
young. 

“I don’t think that they should be able to walk into a 
club like Chelsea at 17 but you have to be a winner to 
come into a team like this. All you can do is keep 
knocking on the manager’s door and letting him know 
that you have that in you as well.” 

Would he expect prospects such as Dominic Solanke 
and Izzy Brown to find themselves involved with the 
first team more next season? 

“I think it’s different for each individual, to be 
honest,” he said. 

“You can’t talk of them as a group. You see the likes 
of Lewis Baker, who has won this competition and 
gone out on loan, and Ruben Loftus-Cheek, who is 
close to the first team but has not gone out on loan, so 
it’s different depending on what players need and what 
the manager wants. You take it one step at a time.” 

Mourinho looked as tired as his players as he tried 
to explain away the lacklustre display against 
Liverpool. 

“After being champions and having a couple of days 
off, I think it was a normal and expected performance. 
The intensity was down,” he admitted. 

“We have played to our limits trying to reach the title 
as soon as possible, so I knew that the Liverpool game 
would be difficult for some players. 

“People like John Obi Mikel, Ruben Loftus-Cheek, 
Filipe Luis and Loic Remy have not played a lot, so it 
was difficult for them to play 90 minutes at this level. 

“But then the likes of Cesc Fabregas, Eden Hazard 
and Willian have played too much. But we did what 
we had to do. We were the best team in the first half 
and they were better in the second, so it was a fair 
result.” 

Mourinho admitted that Petr Cech would have 
played but for injury and has not yet ruled out the 


possibility of the Czech 
keeper remaining at 
Chelsea as No.2 to 
Thibaut Courtois. 

“Cech had a small 
injury,” he said, “but I 
think he will be ready to 
play against West Brom. 

“He knew he was meant 
to play against Liverpool. 
Now he will play against WBA, because he deserves 
to play, not to say goodbye. 

“I think he will stay with us.” 

It was unusual to see Chelsea fans applaud 
Liverpool’s long-serving talisman Steven Gerrard off 
the field on his final appearance at the Bridge, 
although Mourinho was happy to see this widespread 
show of respect for the player he tried to bring to SW6 
a decade ago. 

“I was pleased,” he said. “The negative song they 
sing about him only shows respect for him - like a 
song for a dear animal. The applause was special and 
Steve gets that all the time at Anfield. But for him to 
receive it in an away stadium was fantastic. Every club 
respects him a lot.” 

Greater priority 

With the Premier League title already won, 
Mourinho can now look forward to next season with 
new acquisitions. But first of all he has a greater 
priority. 

“The first thing is to keep my players and I think we 
will do that. Last year I was keen to see some people 
leave and our club raise funds to buy others. But this 
season I am happy with what my squad gave me. 
I need to keep them and try to get the best out of them. 

“People like Diego Costa. He is a fabulous player 
but has never had a pre-season break. He was always 
at a tournament and never had rest. Now that he is 
injured, he is not going to the Copa America. 

“Also, I have a feeling that Oscar will have the same 
evolution next season as Eden Hazard has had this 
year. So I am happy with them. I have to respect the 
players who gave us the title.” 

With Chelsea’s transfer business restricted by 
Financial Fair Play rules, last season they helped to 
finance the signing of Luis, Fabregas and Costa by the 
sale of David Luiz and Romelu Lukaku. 

Although Chelsea won’t be selling any players this 
summer for as much as the £50m PSG paid for Luiz a 
year ago, they are likely to offload Cech, Mikel and 
Luis. That will allow the manager to step up his desire 
to bring in 25-year-old left-back Aaron Cresswell from 
West Ham and Spanish international midfielder Koke, 
23, from Atletico Madrid. 

■ CHELSEA Under-21s closed the gap on league 
leaders Manchester United to three points, with a 
game in hand, as they came from behind to beat 
second-placed Liverpool 4-3. 

A hat-trick from Dominic Solanke and a brilliant 
strike from Alex Kiwomya proved the difference. 

Adi Viveash’s side will host West Ham at Stamford 
Bridge on Friday night and travel to Sunderland and 
Norwich in their final three league games. 
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